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Let’s communicate

Mohammed Saleem Ai Yaqgoubi
Secretary General :

The Oman National Commission
for Education Culture and
Science
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Eternal hallmarks of success

Impressive achievements are the results of innovative ideas, and
works based on proper planning and high quality execution will leave
great impact and visible imprint. The effectiveness and sustainability
of such work can be seen from its results, based on the availability
of the three elements: the innovative idea, proper planning and neat
execution. This is the commitment of the Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture and Science throughout its leading progress
for over forty years, and such vision produced significant results that
remained as hallmarks of historical achievements.

The ceremony to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the National
Commission, which was a generous gesture from the organizers,
headed by Her Excellency the Chairperson, is a great occasion to
evaluate its achievements so far, and document it in a book dedicated
for the occasion, whereas this can be considered as a new beginning
of hard and continuous work to achieve our anticipated objectives,
as stipulated in the royal decrees, and to perform its functions and
mandate. Also, celebrating the people in the National Commission is in
appreciation of their significant contribution, high professionalism and
responsibility and team work, thus the result was excellent and high
quality.

There is no doubt that programmes and activities related to
education, culture, science, and communication and information, and
related subjects, have taken the lion’s share of the Commission’s
activities, national projects and external participation, in addition to its
contribution in building national capacities in various fields. Although
there is no space to detail all the activities and events, | will present
them in general.

In education, the National Commission had the honor to participate
in, and contribute to the progress of the education process, and
coordinate with international organizations to achieve whatever is
in the interest and development of academic, higher and technical
education, and connect it with the labor market, in addition to the
efforts in education on human rights, support to the ASPnet schools by
supporting students and youth activities in and out of schools, allowing
our students the opportunity to exchange experiences and knowledge
with their peers from around the world, and know their culture.

The activities relating to culture focus on supporting and
encouraging the culture of dialogue, cultural interaction, awareness of
the importance of preserving all types of Omani heritage, facilitating
the registration of Omani natural and cultural heritage sites on the
World Heritage List, inclusion of certain nontangible cultural heritage
symbols and expressions on the Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, by organizing several workshops and
activities focusing on these issues, and disseminating information
on environment protection, biodiversity, ethics of biology, controlling
disaster risks, water scarcity and desertification and pollution, etc.

The national Commission has paid special attention to information
and communication technology (ICT). It organizes various activities
focusing on enhancing digital awareness, disseminating the ethics on
using various technologies, in addition to achieving the world’s ambition
by introducing communication technology in education, connecting it
to the learners’ life and adopting open source education materials to
reach the quality required in education.

These are just examples of hundreds of landmarks telling the story
of success based on innovative ideas, proper planning and skillful
execution, in the service of our beloved country.



presence at the educational, scientific,
and cultural forums on all national,
regional, and international levels, in
addition to holding several events
including specialized seminars and
workshops as well as organizing high-
level regional and global meetings,
concluding with outcomes approved
internationally and praised in various
international forums”.

The first chapter entitied (ONCECS
... Origin and Development) contains
an introduction about ONCECS, a
historical ~ overview, establishment
stages in terms of royal decrees and
ministerial  decisions transforming
it into its current state. This chapter
touches on ONCECS’s bylaws, its
specialized committees, and its
duties. This chapter also discusses
ONCECS jurisdictions and its General
Secretariat.

The second chapter entitled
(ONCECS and Organizations) which
are the organizations concerned
with education, culture, and science
i.e. (UNESCO, ISESCO, and
ALECSO), includes an overview of
each organization, its most important
objectives, and Oman’s achievements
through its relationship with such
organizations, in terms of positions and
memberships gained by the Sultanate
since joining them, the most notable
agreements and  memorandums
of understanding signed by the
Sultanate and these organizations in
the educational, cultural, and scientific
fields, and the Omani items registered
on the UNESCO World Heritage Lists
for Tangible and Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

The third chapter entitled (Our
achievements) includes the most
remarkable events hosted by the

Sultanate and organized by ONCECS,
in collaboration with the relevant Omani
authorities and the three organizations.
Such events include conferences,
seminars, meetings,  workshops,
exhibitions, forums, and other events
in addition to awards given by such
organizations and received by some
Omani institutions and citizens.

The fourth chapter entitled (Youth
Support  Programs)  highlighting
ONCECS’s efforts to develop the
youth to become future leaders and
entrepreneurs through the Omani
ASPnet  schools. The chapter
introduces several ASPnet schools
projects and programs including:
introduction to “Connecting Cultures”
project, events, forums, exchange of
visits between Omani students and
students of ASPnet schools in various
countries, and other programs and
projects.

The fifth and last chapter entitled
(ONCECS media efforts) touches on
the media efforts made by ONCECS
including its periodicals, reports of
various occasions, and films produced
by ONCECS in addition to the existing
cooperation between ONCECS and
the various media institutions.

This is a documentary book
about the National Commission that
highlights its educational, scientific and
cultural achievements at the national,
regional and international levels, as
well as the implementation of several
and various events.

The five-chapter book includes a
collection of old and modern valuable
photographs documenting the various
events held by ONCECS since its
establishment.

Al



Technical Description:

A 144-page rectangular and
medium-sized book; The papers are
art paper (150 gm) A4-sized with
laminated images so as to highlight
their clarity and beauty. The cover is
made from thick Fedrigoni (120 gm)
paper with due care to highlight the
logos with special touches. It is printed
in four colors.

Overview:

It is a documentary book about
the Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science
(ONCECS) published in one edition
in Arabic on the occasion of its 40th
anniversary on September 16, 2014.

The publishing of this book
comes within the framework of
ONCECS'’s keenness to document its
programs, achievements, initiatives,
and events which it organized or co-
organized whether with international
organizations or various governmental,
non-governmental, and private
authorities in the Sultanate as well as
introduce the three organizations which
ONCECS deals with, i.e. (UNESCO,
ISESCO, and ALECSO) and highlight
its mission and ideal values it calls for,
in addition to the major projects and
activities it undertakes so as to achieve
its goals.

Through this book, ONCECS
is keen on fostering cooperation
relationships between Oman and
these organizations, as well as
benefiting from the principles and
values commensurating with our
Omani society. This book is an
important document recording the
establishment of ONCECS and
constitutes a reference to researchers
and individuals looking to know the
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most important programs and projects
which such organizations undertake
in addition to the most important
programs implemented in Oman within
the framework of the relationship with
such organizations.

Contents of the Book:

The book begins with a statement
from H.E. Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al-
Shaibaniya, Minister of Education and
ONCECS Chairperson, summingupthe
historical relationships between Oman
and the three organizations and the
significant cooperation between them.
H.E. Dr. Al-Shaibaniya pointed out that
the relationship between Oman and
the three international organizations
has a special philosophy in terms of
role exchange, fruitful cooperation,
and unparalleled understanding which
achieve the mutual interests of all
parties.

In her statement, H.E. Dr. Al-
Shaibaniya indicated that ONCECS
was established to support the
Sultanate’s development plans and
promote the national work, adding
that this book was published in order
to document a stage full of fruitful
and successful giving from ONCECS
as it includes the most notable
achievements made during the last
(40) forty years.

The book’s introduction stated: “We
can confidently say that the National
Commission made many achievements
efficiently and professionally during
the last (40) forty years, played
important roles in promoting Oman’s
comprehensive  development, and
performed its assigned duties within
its jurisdiction as best as possible.
This is evident from ONCECS’s big
number of initiatives and effective



Name of the Book:

Forty years since the establishment of the Oman
National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science

Author:

Ministry of Education, the Oman National
Commission for Education, Culture, and Science

Printed by
Oman Printers & Stationers Ltd. Co. LLC
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Publications

Title of Issue:

National Education for All Report
(Sultanate of Oman) 2014

Printed by
Oman Printers & Stationers Ltd. Co. LLC

The National EFA Report monitors the most
significant educational development in the Sultanate
of Oman. It is the 4th report of its kind as it is
preceded by 3 reports; the 1st report was issued in |
2005 in celebration of UNESCQ'’s 60th anniversary,
the 2nd report in 2007 was entitled “EFA Mid-Decade
Report for Oman”, and the 3rd report in 2010 was
entitled “EFA in Oman”. All these reports monitor
the progress made in education in Oman since
the beginning of the blessed renaissance led by
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said — the Sultan
of Oman. The 4th report represents culmination of
an important stage in the educational field on the
national and international arenas, as it coincides with
the completion of the stage set by Dakar Conference
in 2000 so as to develop education and achieve the
principle of Education for All within 15 years.

The National EFA Report comprises five main
parts; Part | contains a brief overview on Oman’s
demographic  composition and its various
characteristics, national  strategies, policies,
plans, and goals for education, the most important
institutions responsible for applying EFA, and
partnerships among ministries, agencies, NGOs,
and international financing partners. Part |l tackles
the main EFA challenges for 2000 and the goals
for 2015 while Part Il tackles the progress made to
achieve the six EFA goals in Oman. Part IV reviews
the effectiveness of applying the 12 EFA strategies S
while the 5th and last part tackles Post-2015

education prospects in Oman.






governmental organizations in the
Arab Gulf States so as to teach and
rehabilitate persons with disabili-
ties and special needs in general
through recruiting national teams
of specialists and technical staff
in the area of special education,
including courses on special edu-
cation and how to handle persons
with disabilities and their families
in the curricula of higher education
institutions for teacher prepara-
tion, standardizing the preparation
criteria of special education teach-
ers in the Arab Gulf States, provid-
ing training programs suitable for
teachers and specialists before
and during service which focus on
the competencies and

skills required to handle Reinforcing the
students with disabili- rgle of media
ties, and stressing the in the Arab

necessity to adopt the Gulf States

criteria of international

accreditation and qual- iN increasing
ity standards in Special awareness of

Teacher gpecial education

Education
Preparation Programs.
The closing state-
ment included a number
of recommendations with regard
to benefiting from technologies in
special education including: form-
ing an electronic cloud that serves
all beneficiaries and specialists in
the area of special education i.e.
students, families and other stake-
holders, supporting the use of as-
sistive technology and means in

issues
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teaching students with disabilities
and special needs in general, mak-
ing a list of the advanced special-
ized centers and programs in the
area of assistive technology for
students with disabilities whether
at the Gulf or international level so
as to benefit from their experience,
working through a Gulf partnership
to localize successful assistive
technology applications in collabo-
ration with specialized institutions,
and adapting such applications
to suit the Gulf environment, and
benefiting from modern technology
including assistive technology so
as to support the evaluation mech-
anisms and tools in the stages of

national diagnosis and
testing.
The final statement

concluded by stressing
the importance of rein-
forcing the role of media
in the Arab Gulf States
in increasing awareness
of special education is-
sues, continue holding
joint annual meetings or
seminars to discuss pri-
ority issues related to the area of
special education and broaden the
base of participation, with special-
ized exhibitions in the area of as-
sistive technology programs and
means for students with disabilities
and special needs to be held on
the sidelines of such meetings or
seminars.



The closing statement also in-
dicated the importance of devel-
oping clear and systematic work
plans and guides so as to develop
inclusion and inclusive education
programs in the public and private
schools in the Arab Gulf States to
guide special education special-
ists and stakeholders, activate the
memorandums of understanding
between AGCC ministries of edu-
cation in a more effective manner
in the area of exchange of exper-
tise and cooperation to

develop special educa- Develop suitable

prepare educational and
a study to evaluate the rehabilitation

programs

vices in the Arab Guif fOr students
States in collaboration With mental
with the regional and in- disabhilities,
ternational organizations autism, and etc.

during the various
States, the International school stages

tion services,

quality of special educa-
tion programs and ser-

such as the Arab Bureau
of Education for the Gulf

Bureau of Education,

etc., and develop educational and
rehabilitation programs that are
suitable for students with mental
disabilities, autism, and etc. during
the various school stages accord-
ing to the available capabilities and
students individual needs.

In addition, the closing state-
ment touched on improving special
education services and programs
through reinforcing the role of re-
search and studies as well as ex-
change of experiences among the
GCC countries under the umbrella
of this Gulf partnership, develop-
ing the mechanisms of educa-
tional evaluation in the educational
systems in the Arab Gulf States,

providing the means of support
suitable for the needs of students
with disabilities and people with
special needs in general, promot-
ing cooperation among the Arab
Gulf States so as to arrange the di-
agnosis mechanisms and tools for
persons with disabilities, providing
the support required for children
with disabilities in the public and
private schools in the Arab Gulf
States through the implementa-
tion of various support examples
adapted to suit the Gulf
environments and their
needs, reinforcing the
role of family in cooper-
ating with schools so as
to support the inclusion
of students with various
disabilities in the public
and private schools in
the various educational
stages, establishing a
public entity to provide
early intervention servic-
es and programs for pre-
school children with disabilities as
well as their families, and providing
clear support programs through
creating a certified administrative
entity and specialized cadre at the
AGCC ministries of education and
their schools so as to support fami-
lies and parents and provide them
with other information, consulta-
tions, and services to assist them
in bearing their responsibility more
effectively to support the inclusion
of their disabled children in the pre-
school and school stages as well
as the society in general.

The closing statement stressed
the importance of integrating the
efforts of governmental and non-
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four main themes:

1. Inclusion and Inclusive Educa-

tion:

+ Definition, policies and service
delivery examples adopted

* Resources developed in these
countries so as to support the
inclusion of children with disabili-
ties.

2. Teacher Preparation:

» Academic accreditation at the
member states» universities.

 Special education curricula avail-
able in Arabic at the universities
of these countries.

 Special education programs and
preparation of special education
teachers in the member states.

3. Measurement and Assess-

ment

* The need for measurement and
assessment in special education
systems in the member states.

» Examples of attempts made in
this area in the member states.

4. Assistive Technology:

« Examples of delivery of assis-
tive technology services and its
sources to users with disabilities.

* Localization of several important
and known software in the area
of special education into Arabic.

Recommendations and Final
Statement

Following its discussion ses-
sions and workshops, the 1%
Seminar of “the Gulf Initiative
for the Advancement of Special
Education” concluded with a
number of observations and out-
comes, most notably to create a
formal structure to develop the
Gulf Initiative for the Advancement
of Special Education Programs in
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the Gulf States, under the umbrella
of the Arab Bureau of Education,
develop a clear and transparent vi-
sion and policy for special educa-
tion in the Gulf States taking into
account the features of each state,
and unify the definitions and idioms
related to special education and
comprehensive inclusion in the
GCC countries.

Development of sustainable
strategic plans to develop
special education programs
and services in the Arab Gulf
States

The Seminar’s closing state-
ment presented a number of pro-
posals including: the development
of sustainable strategic plans, to be
followed by procedural operational
plans to develop special education
programs and services in the Arab
Gulf States to be supervised by
the Arab Bureau of Education; the
Arab Bureau of Education to adopt
survey researches on the ratios
and occurrence of the various dis-
abilities in the AGCC considering
their significance to strategic plan-
ning to develop various services
for students with disabilities; and
the development of mechanisms
to implement inclusion and inclu-
sive education for all students with
disabilities in the public and private
schools in the Arab Gulf States ac-
cording to the available capabilities
by preparing joint studies and pro-
grams developed by researchers,
academics, and educators while
supported by decision-makers and
official organizations.



Within the framework of the Sultanate’s keenness, represented by MOE, to
disseminate its successful experience in this regard, as well as benefit from the
experiences of the GCC countries, and to work based on a unified vision and strategy
to develop special education in these countries, out of the principle of Education For
All, MOE decided to launch and develop this initiative through series of meetings
with a number of special education experts, which resulted in determining a number
of common challenges among these countries in the area of special education, in
addition to the opportunities to develop this sector through creative solutions that
can be developed within the framework of the existing partnership among these
countries, allowing the exchange of benefits among each other. The outcome of
these meetings raised an important question on how can the efforts be unified for
the sake of children and students with disabilities as well as their families within the

GCC countries?

Launching the Gulf Initiative

In order to develop a work plan
to promote special education within
the framework of this initiative, The
Sultanate of Oman, represented by
the Ministry of Education, hosted
the 1st seminar of “the Gulf Initiative
for the Advancement of
Special Education” during
the period from 19 to 21
October 2014 at Shangri-
La’s Barr al Jissah Resort
& Spa in Muscat with the
participation of represent-
atives from the Ministry
of Social Development,
World Health Organization, UNICEF
Bureau in Muscat, civil society organ-
izations, Arab Bureau of Education
for the Gulf States, Sultan Qaboos
University, University of Nizwa and
participants from the GCC minis-
tries of education along with speak-
ers from Qatar University and Mada
(Qatar Assistive Technology Center),
the British University, and Al Noor

The initiative
originated from
the interest given
by the Sultanate
to people with
special needs

Training Centre for Children with
Special Needs in Dubai as well as
speakers from American educational
universities and institutions.

Objectives of the Seminar

The seminar aimed to achieve
a number of basic objec-
tives set for the initiative,
most notably to identify
the participants and stake-
holders so as to form an
effective partnership to be
supported by global part-
ners in the area of special
education, create a formal
structure, identify the common issues
that this initiative will confront, and
provide opportunities to exchange
information in order to take the first
steps in the development of special
education through unifying effective
policies and practices.

Topics of the Seminar

The three-day seminar discussed
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Seeking to disseminate the Sultanate’s successful
experience in the area of Special Education

Launch of the Gulf Initiative for the Advancement
of Special Education (GC-ASE)

The concept:

The concept of the Gulf Initiative for the Advancement of Special Education
(GC-ASE) originated from the interest given by the Sultanate to people with special
needs in various aspects of life. The education sector is considered one of the most
important aspects which must be given due care due to its direct connection with
all the other remaining aspects. With regard to education, Oman is keen to provide
education for all, citizens and expatriates alike. Within the context of supporting and
rehabilitating students with disabilities, the Ministry of Education (MOE) endeavors
to provide appropriate education for those students through special schools and
programs which work to provide them with educational services.

By:
Ali Abdullah Al Harthi
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science
alialharthi@moe.om
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‘ Global Events

Under the theme of
“Arabic Calligraphy”

Oman shares the world the celebrations
of the World Arabic Language Day

At its 190th Session held in October 2012, the UNESCO Executive Board approved
December 18 to be the World Arabic Language Day as UNESCO celebrated it for
the first time in 2012.

December 18 was chosen as it marks the day on which the UN General Assembly
included Arabic among its official and working languages as well as all its affiliated
international agencies in 1973.

This year, the world celebrates the World Arabic Language Day under the theme
(Arabic Calligraphy), whereas the UNESCO International Advisory Board of the Plan for
the Development of the Arab Culture “Arabia Plan” decided to make “Arabic Calligraphy”
the main theme of the World Arabic Language Day, due to the importance of Arabic
Calligraphy in representing the celebrated Arabic Language, as well as its remarkable
presence on the level of cultures and human civilizations as one of the representations
which exceeded the communicative drawing to artistic and creative works, in addition
to drawing attention to the importance and beauty of Arabic Calligraphy along with its
high value, which represents the global collective agreement on its status in the human
civilization.

Oman participated in celebrating this occasion through holding several events by
the various relevant authorities, as the Ministry of Education held a ceremony which
included a seminar on Arabic Language and the future challenges, and another seminar
on the importance of Arabic Calligraphy. In addition, some poems were recited and some
statements were made highlighting the importance of the Arabic Language. An exhibition
of Arabic Calligraphy was held on the sidelines of this celebration.

UNESCO ASPnet Schools also celebrated this occasion, and Al-Wusta School
celebrated the World Arabic Language Day by preparing an expanded morning program
which included main sections about UNESCO and the inclusion of Arabic among its
official and working languages. A lecture on Arabic Language was also conducted which
tackled the importance of teaching Arabic to young people as it is the language of the
Holy Qur’an as well as because of its role through the ages in bringing together different
cultures and peoples.

Musandam Post-Basic Education School also celebrated the World Arabic Language
Day by organizing a one-week ceremony entitled “The Land Speaks Arabic” which
included competitions, poems, and plays.
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stakeholders, and in particular the youth, as pointed out repeatedly by the
youth delegates at the Forum. It should not limit itself to formal education but
should also be taught beyond the classroom, because in the end, it is beyond
the classrooms that the GCE values will be needed, and because sometimes,
particularly in regions in conflict, there are no classrooms. It should have
global ambitions that are flexible enough to adapt to the local context, because
although some values are universal, the way they can be transmitted is not.
Finally, it should be mainstreamed at grassroots levels as well, with projects
made by- and addressing the civil society.

In line with those values and aspirations, the Ministry of Education in Oman
supported the Second GCE forum held in UNESCO by co-sponsoring it, along
with Austria and the Republic of Korea. The Sultanate also sent a participant
who shared an example of a national experience in GCE: the Muscat Youth
Forum; a forum that not only seeks to encourage entrepreneurship among
youth, but also gathers them around the values of tolerance, diversity, and civic
engagement. The Sultanate of Oman counts many other initiatives in the field
of GCE. The Ministry of Education for instance has been engaged in enhancing
global citizenship in its schools by including citizenship elements in curricula. It
also conducts school activities related to global issues (such as environment,
religious tolerance, cultural dialogue), and trains teachers in this field, because
they are essential partners in fostering GCE. Other initiatives include a youth
portal that seeks to spread the values of GCE and to create a responsible
society, or the Connecting Cultures project, founded by an educator, where
young people from around the world journey into the Omani desert to have a
face to face inter-cultural dialogue.

These are only a few examples of initiatives, both at policy and grassroots
level, that seek to achieve global citizenship education, and that we ought to
encourage. But are these enough? How can we ensure that they actually have
an impact, particularly given the difficulty in measuring values and attitudes?
The post 2015 development agenda may be a platform for finding answers to
these questions, but meanwhile, let us do our best to engage in this process;
however we can, by trying to be global citizens ourselves, and...by spreading
the word.



Global Citizenship Education is precisely that; it empowers learners to be
responsible global citizens that promote a better and sustainable world. It seeks
to make them feel engaged into the world, to bind them around core universal
values such as respect, tolerance, diversity, and social justice. But as with any
noble concept that seeks to make the world a better place, here comes the
crucial question: How do we do it?

How do we mainstream the idea of global citizenship education?

How do we implement it? How can it be included efficiently in the

policy making? How to finance it? All of these questions were

raised during the second GCE Forum, which hosted over 250

participants: policy-makers, academics, youth, NGOs and

UN entities, who all sought to identify policy priorities and

strategies for implementing GCE. One major start would

be to include it in a global agenda that involves a global
commitment: the post 2015 development agenda.

GGE is indeed not the only strategic area of work
for UNESCO’s Education Programme (2014-2017)
and is one of the three priorities of the UN, Global

~ Education First Initiative (GEFI). Itis also planned to be included in the Educa-
tion target 4.7: “By 2030, all learners acquire knowledge, skills, values and atti-
fudes to establish sustainable and peaceful societies, including through global
citizenship education, education for sustainable development and apprecia-
tion of cultural diversity.

This recognition at a global level is essential for its efficient implementation,
and financing. But of course it is not enough, as top-down approaches of
development are rarely sufficient. GCE should be participative, including all
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GloballCitizenship

That is one of the questions that the Second Forum on Global
Citizenship Education (GCE) sought to answer. The Forum was
organized by UNESCO and was held in its headquarters from 25
28-30 Jan 2015, under the theme of “Building Peaceful and A
Sustainable Societies - preparing for post-2015”, whereas " 3
the first GCE Forum was held in Bangkok in December
2013 under the theme of “Preparing learners for the
challenges of the 21st Century’.

Can we be citizens that impact our own lives, our local communities while
at the same time being aware of the global issues and impacting the globe?
Does quality education have to limit itself to having competencies to serve
personal ambitions? Or can it also equip learners of knowledge and skills that
instill respect for human rights, social justice, diversity, gender equality and
environmental sustainability?
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would like to express again UN-
ESCO’s sincere appreciation to the
official authorities of the Sultanate
of Oman, including the Permanent
Delegation of Oman to UNESCO, for
their substantial contribution to the
organization of this major initiative.

10. What are your impressions
about the workshop hosted by the
Sultanate and of the participation
of Oman in terms of organization
and the level of interaction of par-
ticipants?

| already responded partially to
it under the previous question, but
still, very clearly it was a great op-
portunity to bring the experts of the
Arab region together and exchange
in-depth about the current situation
and forthcoming challenges with re-
spect to preserving the Arab world
rich documentary heritage, which
is of vital importance in keeping the
Arab language, culture and traditions
alive for the future generations. Digi-
tized archives for instance will en-
sure that history is safeguarded and
made accessible on and off-line. And
the Memory of the World Programme
could play an important role in help-
ing identifying, preserving and popu-
larizing your rich cultural legacy.

The highly moti-
vated participants were
all very capable and
knowledgeable, so it
was a real pleasure
working with them.

11. What are the
terms and criteria
for the registration
of documents in the
Memory of the World |
Register? :
The Memory of the |
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World Programme and its most vis-
ible part the international Register,
proceeds on the assumption that
some items, collections or holdings
of documentary heritage are part of
the inheritance of the world, in the
same way as are the sites of out-
standing universal value listed in the
UNESCO World Heritage List. Selec-
tion is first and foremost based on the
criteria for assessing the world sig-
nificance of documentary heritage,
and evaluating whether its influence
was global, regional or national. Of
course, assessment is comparative
and relative and selection for inclu-
sion in the Register will result from
considering the heritage item on its
own merits against the selection cri-
teria and in the context of other items
already either included or rejected.
That is to say on its authenticity,
uniqueness and irreplaceability, the
time and place and the social and
cultural context of the creation of the
document, the subject matter and
the form and style of the document
- whether it is of particular aesthetic,
linguistic or stylistic value.
12. One final word for your read-
ers.

| hope the above presentation
convincingly highlighted the great
7 value of preserving
. documentary heritage
. that reflects the exist-
. ing diversity worldwide
. of peoples, languag-
. es and cultures. It is
, therefore our duty and
' common responsibility
to safeguard and pro-
-, mote this diversity and
| thus to ensure the uni-
. versality of the shared
memory of humanity.



National
institutions
initiate and
support
nominations for
the International

Register
universally accessible, and draws at- conclusion. There are huge possi-
tention not only to the items listed, bilities for collaboration in that area
but also to the documentary herit- and | believe our new partners in the

age as a whole. Where an item on Arab region will fully seize these op-
the Register can be accessed by portunities, since they were all con-

Internet, it provides a link to the ad- cerned by the relatively low number
ditional holdings and services of the of inscriptions from the Arab coun-
custodial institution concerned. All tries on the Memory of the World In-

the UNESCO heritage programmes ternational Register and by the fact
have as a main objective to encour- that there are very few national com-
age and educate young people to get mittees and no Arab Regional com-
more involved in heritage conserva- mittee. Indeed, there are only five
tion and preservation, as well as to Memory of the World national com-
promote awareness among young mittees - in Oman, Egypt, Morocco,
people about the importance of the Tunisia and Lebanon. This number
world’s documentary heritage as a should be increased considerably,
collective memory of mankind. since it is the national structures that
initiate and support nominations for
the International Register, that are
in charge of publicity, promotion and
awareness rising, and maintain co-
operation with the government, pro-

9. How do you perceive the level
of interaction between the pro-
gramme and the countries in the
region in general, and Oman in

particular? . e
: fessional associations and relevant
| must say, we organized the jnstitutions at the national level.
Memory of the World training work- Actually, if the Memory of the
shop in Oman, in December 2014,in  \orld training workshop proved to
order to respond to the need to re-  pe really a successful achievement,

inforce the cooperation with, and the it is due to a great extent to the ex-
presence of, this Programme in the  cejlent conditions and efficient sup-

Arab region. | also expgct now much port provided by the Oman National
more to happen after its successful  Commission for UNESCO, and |
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ness of its contribution to the life of
everyone in society.

In the increasingly globalized
world, cultural and documentary her-
itage are resources for the protection
of cultural diversity and they give a
sense of place in the reality of grow-
ing standardization. In the case of
continued conflicts and

ethnic tensions, cultural Cultural and
and documentary heritage documentary
are resources on which to herilage are

resources for
ness between cultures. In the pm‘ectm“ of

develop dialogue, demo-
cratic debate and open-

its history, because the challenge of
preserving national heritage is a de-
fining policy factor in every country.
8. How has education contrib-
uted to the preservation of docu-
mentary heritage? And what role
does the Memory of the World
Register play?

Understanding the past
helps us cope with present
challenges, and also to
properly plan for the future
ones. However, many of the
world’s historical records of
enduring value are endan-

the same line of thought, Cultural diversity geroq and important his-

| would like to emphasize

once more the underlying principle of
the Memory of the World Programme
which is to contribute to UNESCO’s
constitutional mandate of build-
ing peace in the minds of men and
women by facilitating intercultural
dialogue and mutual understanding.

7. At a time when the Arab re-
gion is experiencing change, how
can the Memory of the World Pro-
gramme help preserving the rich
heritage here and registering it for
next generations?

Change is one of the factors of
the constant progress in the history
of humanity. Different geographical
regions advance at different pace,
but they all progressively improve.
We are therefore very pleased to
notice the increasing interest of the
Arab region in working more closely
and actively with UNESCO for pre-
serving and promoting its documen-
tary heritage. Thus, | believe that the
important dimension of the cultural/
documentary heritage and its link to
the sustainable development efforts
in the Arab region will be even fur-
ther emphasized at this juncture in

2

torical information may be
lost when preservation records strat-
egies and programmes are underde-
veloped or under-supported. With-
out professional guidance, education
and training, programme administra-
tors are unable to select competently
materials deserving preservation,
and are unaware of techniques that
will ensure a collection’s survival and
accessibility.

Within the Memory of the World
Programme a number of capacity
building and training activities are
regularly planned and conducted in
order to equip experts, administra-
tors and documentary heritage pro-
fessionals with the necessary man-
agement skills and knowledge.

The Memory of the World Reg-
ister lists documentary heritage,
which has been recommended by
the Memory of the World Interna-
tional Advisory Committee, and con-
sequently endorsed by the Director-
General of UNESCO, as correspond-
ing to the selection criteria regarding
world significance and outstanding
universal value. The Memory of the
World Register is highly selective but



We have to make use of our

resource and a permanent source of
knowledge.

5. How can documentary heritage
be deployed to contribute in real-
izing sustainable development?

One of the biggest challenges for
the safeguarding of this heritage is
not just the development of national
cultural policies and legislation but
also the better integration of the func-
tions of government departments re-
sponsible for culture, heritage and
social development. The debates on
documentary heritage challenges,
the compartmentalization of govern-
ment policies on heritage, culture
and development are some of the
orientations towards contributing to
the development goals. The integrat-
ed administrative and economic con-
text within which heritage legislation
is being designed and implemented
should also be duly taken into con-
sideration in this process.

Clearly, we have to draw fur-
ther from the deep wellspring of our
common cultural and documentary
heritage in order to advance the
post-2015 sustainable development

common deep documentary and cultural heritage to
further promote the sustainable development agenda

agenda. We have to consider the
cultural and documentary heritage
of humanity as precious resources in
the integration of the different dimen-
sions of development and namely
the cultural, ecological, economic,
social and political ones.

6. How can documentary herit-
age contribute to rapprochement
between various peoples and cul-
tures in particular?

In a world where emphasis is
placed on speed, and where every-
thing is becoming increasingly glo-
balized, we have to take the time to
conserve the images of those par-
ticular aspects defining our roots. All
of the items inscribed on the Memory
of the World Register represent a
unique testimony of humanity, of the
origins of our common civilization, of
the interaction with different cultures,
of inter-religious and inter-cultural
coexistence. The world’s documen-
tary heritage is the key to resilience
in the efforts for building a better fu-
ture. UNESCO also considers that
the value of our heritage may be
measured as well by the effective-

71 Tawasol Issue No:21



enthusiasm of regional and national
committees, as well as on the moti-
vation and capacities of the relevant
national authorities. Only through its
reliable partners the Memory of the
World Programme can assist gov-
ernments and institutions to become
more aware and take better care of
the documentary heritage held by
various kinds of organizations and
private individuals, and make efforts
to ensure that the nation’s endan-
gered heritage is duly protected and
made accessible to all.

3. What is a document accord-
ing to UNESCO? And what are its
types and classifications?

For the purposes of the Memory
of the World Programme, documen-
tary heritage is defined as comprising
items which are: moveable, made
up of signs/codes, sounds and/or im-
ages, reproducible, migratable and
are the product of a deliberate docu-
menting process. A “document” or
“records”, created by deliberate intel-
lectual intent is deemed to have two
components: the information content
and the carrier on which it resides.
Both may be of great variety and
both are equally important
as parts of the memory. For

Safeguarding

digital formats, and by mechanical,
electronic or other means — comprise
a physical carrier with an information
bearing layer where the content re-
sides.

4. No doubt, documentary herit-
age plays a role in enriching the
human thought with knowledge
and ideas. What benefits do cur-
rent and future generations get
from documentary heritage?

Our collective memory is rooted
in records left by past generations.
These mark milestones in the hu-
man history. They show how small
and great gestures can change the
course of history, not only for indi-
viduals but for entire societies. Again,
the objective of UNESCO’s Memory
of the World Programme says it all:
to safeguard and promote humanity’s
unique documentary heritage, for the
benefit of all, for encouraging shared
value systems and knowledge of
history that matter for choices that
individuals and societies make to-
day, to shape more inclusive, peace-
ful and sustainable paths for future
development. The Memory of the
World is not just about documents,
manuscripts and books. It
is deeply anchored in hu-

example, textualitems such N0 Promoting  man experience, it matters

as manuscripts, books, documentary

for belonging and identity,

newspapers, posters, etc. heritage henefits @and carries universal value.

The textual content may
be recorded in ink, pencil,
paint or other medium. The
carrier may be of paper, plastic, pa-
pyrus, parchment, palm leaves, bark,
textile fabric, stone or other medium;
similarly, non-textual items such
as drawings, prints, maps, music.
And also, audiovisual items such as
films, discs, tapes and photographs
- whether recorded in analogue or
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all mankind

As the Director-General
of UNESCO, H. E. lIrina
Bokova puts it eloguently:
“UNESCO’s ‘soft power’ today is to
bolster the foundations for peace
and sustainability, through dialogue
and cooperation by strengthening
the idea of a single humanity, hold-
ing a past and a future in common”.
We should not forget also that docu-
mentary heritage is a powerful social



1. First, would you tell us more about
the Memory of the World Programme:
what are the programme’s main spe-
cializations?

Let me start by saying that I'm ex-
tremely pleased to be able to address
the readers of your Magazine and to
share with them some views and UN-
ESCO’s position about the important
topic of preserving documentary herit-
age worldwide through its programmes
and activities.

UNESCO has three main Herit-
age Programmes: the World Heritage
Programme, which covers monuments
and sites, including natural sites; the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage Programme,
which includes practices, expressions,
knowledge and skills as well as the
instruments, objects, artifacts and cul-
tural spaces associated therewith, and
the Memory of the World Programme,
which covers one of our main priorities
— the preservation of, and the access
to, the world’s prominent documentary
heritage.

Thus, the Memory of the World
Programme, established by UNESCO
in 1992, reflects the diversity of world’s
cultures, peoples and languages. It is
the mirror of our societies and of our
shared cultural diversity and heritage.
But this memory is fragile and increas-
ingly mutable. Every day, irreplaceable
parts of this memory disappear through
the actions of natural and manmade dis-
asters. Therefore, the UNESCO Memo-
ry of the World Programme was created
with the goal to guard against collective
amnesia by preserving significant docu-
mentary heritage around the world and
ensuring its wide availability and ac-
cessibility. It recognizes documentary
heritage of international, regional and
national significance, maintains regis-
ters of it, and awards a logo to identify

it. It facilitates preservation, and access
without discrimination. The Programme
also campaigns to raise awareness
about documentary heritage by alerting
governments and the public at large to
the actual preservation needs, and at
the same time to raise funds for con-
crete projects in this domain.

2. What kind of support or ben-
efit can be obtained from this Pro-
gramme?

The ability of a culture or even a so-
ciety to outlast into the future depends
on the richness and acuity of its mem-
bers’ sense of history. Preservation is
based on the concept that, because
people learn from the past, evidences
of that past therefore have considerable
significance and it is therefore worth
saving it. However, documentary herit-
age is inherently unstable, and there
is much more that we should do about
this threat and not limit the response to
store documentary materials in cool,
dry, clean and dark conditions. Thus,
the unprecedented technological pro-
gress provides new opportunities for
safeguarding the memory of humanity.

| would like to emphasize also that
the Memory of the World Programme
can achieve its objectives only by en-
couraging projects and activities not
only from a global perspective, but from
regional, national and local ones. Re-
gional and national Memory of the
World committees are crucial part of
the Programme structure because they
help to implement the five keys strat-
egies: identification of documentary
heritage, raising awareness, preserva-
tion, access and status of relationships.
This is where the concrete and tangible
benefit from this Programme lays. We
have to make it very clear that the suc-
cess of the Programme depends to a
great extent on the drive, initiative and

69



Experience Talks

C.V.
. Dr Boyan Radoykov
Interview for W Boyan Ra

Tawasol Magazine o0 oo, He i

g CO in 1991. He is
currently heading the
Universal Access and
Preservation of Infor-
mation Section in the
Knowledge Societies
Division of UNESCO
and supervises the
development and im-
plementation of sev-
eral major UNESCO
programmes such as
the  Intergovernmen-
tal Information for All
Programme, the Mem-
ory of the World Pro-
gramme, as well as the
realization by UNESCO
of the World Summit on
the Information Society

outcomes.
Mr. Radoykov’s
overall professional

career, that has taken
him to more than 100

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and countries  worldwide,

Science organized the Regional Training Workshop on the “Memory has been marked by
of the World Programme” in collaboration with the Ministry of a strong commitment
Heritage and Cultural, and UNESCO from December 15-18 2014. to international coop-
We conducted the following interview with Dr. Boyan Radoykov, eration for peace and
one of the most prominent participants in the workshop. development, and

for building inclusive
knowledge societies.
Holder of a post-
graduate diploma
in  economic  stud-
ies and of a Ph.D. in
political ~science, he
also authored a doc-
toral dissertation at the
University of Paris |,
Panthéon-Sorbonne.

Interview by: Member of the French

- Ali Abdullah Al Harthi Institute of International

- Mohammed Ibrahim Al Balushi Relations, Mr. Boyan

The Oman National Commission Radoykov is author of

for Education, Culture and Science tS.el\/eral books and ar-
icles.
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Regional Training Workshop on
“Memory of the World Programme”

In collaboration with the Ministry of Heritage and Culture and UNESCO, the
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science organized the
regional training workshop entitled “Memory of the World Programme” during
the period from 15 to 18 December 2014 with the participation of representa-
tives from 13 Arab countries, and UNESCO experts

This Workshop aimed to introduce the “Memory of the World Programme’
at the local and regional level, get familiar with how to prepare National Lists of
Documentary Heritage which will contribute to registering them later on the rep-
resentative list of the UNESCO Memory of the World Register, exchange ideas
and expertise among the participating countries in the area of documentary
heritage, and train the Omani cadres in particular and Arab cadres in general
in the area of the documentary heritage on how to prepare the National files for
the Memory of the World Register.

The Workshop’s schedule included discussing (5) five main themes through
working papers, interactive sessions between the experts and participants, and
practical applications through which the participants were trained on how to pre-
pare the nomination papers of their documentary heritage that comply with the
standards in order to submit them to UNESCO to register them in the Memory
of the World Register. Through interactive sessions with the experts, the partici-
pants got familiar with the mechanism used to establish regional and national
committees for the Memory of the World Programme.

This Workshop came up with a number of recommendations, most notably
encouraging the establishment of a regional or sub-regional committee for the
Memory of the World Programme as well as Arab national committees. The
participants also recommended sharing the Omani experience in the area of
safeguarding the documentary heritage with the Arab States in addition to hold-
ing more local and regional workshops so as to introduce the program.

4
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Lebanese Educational Delegation views the
experience of Learning Resources Centers in Oman

A Lebanese educational delegation
visited Oman from 15 to 18 December
2014 to get familiar with the Sultanate’s
experience, represented by the Ministry
of Education, in the area of Learning
Resources Centers and their relations
with the curricula and extra-curricular
activities. This visit is conducted in col-
laboration between the Oman National
Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science and the UNESCO Regional
Bureau for Education in the Arab States
in Beirut due to the accelerating prog-
ress and leading educational experienc-
es witnessed by the Sultanate.

The visit’s schedule included edu-
cational meetings with competent staff
concerned with the management and
supervision of the Learning Resources
Centers from the Directorate General
of Curricula Development as the del-
egation viewed the mechanisms used
to compile and develop curricula and
their close relations with the Learning

Resources Centers. The officers of the
Learning Resources Section introduced
the Regulation of Learning Resources
Centers, rules to act thereby, and how to
benefit and employ them in implement-
ing the educational curriculum.

In order to get familiar with the prac-
tical aspect of the Learning Resources
Centers and their educational services
provided to students and teachers, the
Lebanese delegation visited Al Tafawok
School for Basic Education, First Cycle,
and Aysha Al Rasbi School for Basic
Education, Second Cycle, as the del-
egation members attended a series
of practical classes in the Learning
Resources Centers in the two schools.
Then, the delegation went to Sultan
Qaboos University (SQU) to get familiar
with its Main Library and the services
provided to students and academics as
well as the system used to manage the
library and its technological capabilities.

3rd Arab Conference on Robotics and Artificial
Intelligence

The Ministry of Education (MOE)
participated in the 3rd Arab Conference
on Robotics and Artificial Intelligence,
held in Alexandria, Egypt during the
period from 28 to 30 October 2014. The
Conference aimed to spread awareness
of Robotics and Artificial Intelligence
as well as its role in scientific and
technological advancement, in addition
to exchange expertise and get informed
on success stories in this field and
create a network of relations among
those concerned with Robotics in the
Arab countries. The MOE'’s participation
comprised managing some sessions
of the Conference, submitting a
working paper on teaching of Robotics,

and taking part in a seminar on the
importance of Robotics and Attificial
Intelligence as well as the role of the
Arab countries in this field.

The Sultanate’s delegation which
participated in the Conference included
representatives of the Oman National
Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science, the Directorate General of
Information Technology, the Directorate
General of Curricula Development, the
Directorate General of Educational
Programs, and the Directorate General
of Educational Evaluation in addition to
the participation of a group of teachers
and supervisors from the governorates.
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Communications & Information news

Training course on “electronic handling of
documents and archives”

In collaboration with the Arab League Educational, Cultural, and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), the Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture, and Science organized a training course for
the staff of the Arab National Commissions for Education, Culture, and
Science on “electronic handling of documents and archives” with the
participation of representatives of the Arab National Commissions who
are concerned with documentation and archiving during the period from
13 to 16 October in Muscat.

This course aims to develop the skills of the staff of the National
Commissions on the mechanism to establish an electronic system
to handle documents and archives. Such mechanism is based on
handling the full cycle which the administrative document goes through
from the moment it is established at the department and how it is
handled, kept, and archived, how to avoid accumulation of documents
at the administrative sections of institutions as well the best methods
to classify them according to their significance and purpose, and the
importance of making the right decision concerning the final fate of the
document, whether transitional then permanent saving or destruction.
The course also aims to compile an archival heritage which facilitates
scientific research.
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The Ashabab “Youth” Broadcast
was launched In 2003, in an effort to
create suitable media for
the Omani youth to interact,

A’shabab

support from the listeners and talent
scouts. The “Road Maintenance” is
Wednesday’s attraction,
focusing on road and vehicle

and to provide objective “Youth” problems by hosting experts
content in which the youth Broadcast was o answer questions from
can refine their skills and - callers, and to promote their
develop their potentials, eSlah|_|Shed awareness on the latest
and to fuffill their various to fulfill the topics amongst them, when
needs and aspirations. yarious needs they need guidance. The

The launch coincided with
Oman’s celebration of the
Renaissance Day on July
23rd. The Youth broadcasts
its programmes around the clock,
seeks to reach the largest number of
citizens, interacts with their concerns
and aspirations in a way close to their
thinking and ability to interact through
modern media, and works on attracting
them to increase their contribution in the
national development efforts.

The  “A'shabab”  programmes
include “Youth Morning” which aims to
develop intellectual, cultural, scientific
and practical experiences. Its sections
include “School Morning” programme,
allowing the children to showcase
their talents, “Latest News” focusing
on local youth efforts, in addition to
“Youth on Air” providing a window for
the youth to develop their intellectual,
economic and social potentials, while
the most important part is the “Ideas
and Ambitions” programme, which is
the main feature for Monday, where
the programme hosts an economist
to present tips, guidance and support
for the young entrepreneurs and SME
startups, and the youth get to present
the challenges they are facing and get
answers to avoid pitfalls and develop
their enterprises. The “Youth Talents”
is the main programme for Tuesday,
targeting all the talented and creative
youths, providing them with an outlet
to showcase their talents through
interviews and coverage of their
activities, and encouragement and

and aspirations
of the youth

“Your Print”is the main feature
on Thursday, dealing with the
youth social involvement,
highlighting youths who have
left a clear print in their communities
by doing something that resulted in
great impact on the community and the
services, in order to encourage more to
serve their communities. “Amongst Us”
hosts youth listeners, and while “Youth
Chatting” deals with any subject or news
of interest to the youth, and present its
advantages and disadvantages and
recommends suitable solutions. The
“Where To” aims to introduce tourist
attractions and historical and cultural
sites across Oman, in order to connect
the youth with their communities and
encourage them to visit and know
their country’s tourism assets. The
“Travel” programme introduces various
countries from around the world with
their geographical location, culture,
tourism, population, etc.

There are also various weekly
evenings for vyouth presenting a
selection of cultural, sports, arts,
technical and religious subjects. Oman
Radio also seeks to stimulate the
youth’s role in its programmes, and
involve them in the programme contents
touching their needs and aspirations
and achieving their interest, and provide
them with the opportunity to participate
in programme preparation, presentation
and production, and facilitate their
interaction with the programme by
hosting them in person or through
modern social media.
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digital technology, thus keeping pace
with the digital equipment used in radio
broadcasting. Oman Radio includes five
stations: the public radio, youth, Holly
Quran, English and classical music. The

focus was not restricted to the government
radio broadcasting, for the government
support the establishment of private
stations, including Hala FM, Al Wisal, etc.

Radio and Youth in Oman

Considering that youths constitute
the majority of the Omani population,
according to the statistics published by
the National Center for Statistics and
Information (“NCSI”), one can understand

present and discuss such issues through
various programmes, including Shababana
“Our Youth”, Maa Ashabab “With Youth”,
Rawad Al Aamal “Entrepreneurs” and
Hiwar A'shabab “Youth Dialogue” all

the importance of giving this Youth broadcasted through the Public
segment of the community its Station, beside the Youth Values
due share of attention by various PrOJrammes  and Lataeif through the Holy
institutions in general, and the have heen Quran Station and the Young
media in particular, considering awarded Leaders programme through
its potentials and impact on the - the English channel. These
youth in forming their opinions SPaqes in Oman programmes aim to develop
and direction, and its role in Radio through the youths and empower them
expanding their understanding jts yarious in social, economic, religious,
and ideas, stimulate their motives channels scientific and practical aspects,

and community interests, and

involve them in community life.
Accordingly, Oman Radio gave the

youth programmes the extent required to
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support their involvement in the

national development plans and
building their communities, and present
their future ambitions and aspirations.
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Importance of radio in Oman

Locally, certain sources illustrate
that the existence of Oman Radio
preceded the modern renaissance
of Oman. They point to the beginning
of radio broadcasting and the
establishment of a radio station in
Oman since the early sixties under the
name “Radio Muscat’. The sources
also indicate the establishment of a
radio station in Salalah which was
called “Al Hoson Radio”, which started
intermittent broadcasting at the end of
1959. With the onset of Oman’s modern
renaissance in 1970, led by His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Sultan of
Oman, Oman Radio became more
prominent within the government’s
priorities in term of development and

coverage, and also its plans and
programmes that fulfill the aspirations
of the Omani people, along with the
efforts required to improve and develop
the radio to fuffill the social aspirations
and achieve its objectives. The
radio’s potentials were under constant
development thanks to the efforts and
continuous plans to promote efficiency
in performance and substance, which
made Oman Radio a strong and clear
voice, heard throughout the continents
via short and medium wave and FM,
and through the satellites and the
internet.

Today, Oman Radio enjoys
modern world class studios and
broadcasting medium, using the latest
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Communication & Information Paper

Youth and Radio in Oman

Introduction

The significance of radio in people’s life is increasing tremendously,
and its roles are varied to serve certain objectives according to the
function it was created for. Radio’s first appearance was in the early
twenties of the twentieth century to service political objectives and
provide news, and that was the beginning of radios spreading across the
globe to serve specific targets. In 2011, UNESCO adopted September 11 to
be the World Radio Day in appreciation to its role, for it is a strong medium
of information, and is easily accessible for all people regardless of their
social sector or cultural or intellectual levels. While regularly celebrating
this global event, UNESCO selects a globally important subject as the
World Radio Day theme, on which all efforts are focused. The theme for
the 4th World Radio Day is “Youth and Radio”. The theme stems from the
fact that youths constitute more than half of the world population, and
that radio is the way to effect change. It is thus a platform where youth
can express themselves, share ideas and exchange opinions.

Accordingly, this article will discuss the extent provided by Radio
Oman, out of its programmes, to sound the depth of the Omani youth
aspirations and ambitions, discuss their issues, deal with their ideas and
interact with their initiatives.

By: The Public Authority for
Radio and TV
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11th Gulf Water Conference

The Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science partici-
pated in the 11th Gulf Water Conference
under the theme of “Towards Efficient
Management” which was organized by
the Ministry of Regional Municipalities
and Water Resources in collabora-
tion with the Secretariat General of
the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf, Water Sciences and
Technology Association in the Kingdom
of Bahrain, the Public Authority for
Electricity and Water, and Oman Water
Society during the period from 20 to 22
October 2014.

The conference aimed to raise
awareness of the water policies and
resolutions, realize the importance of
improving water efficiency so as to con-
tribute to achieving sustainable man-
agement of water in the GCC countries,
determine the challenges facing im-
proving water efficiency under the so-
cial, economic, environmental, cultural,
and political circumstance prevailing in
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the GCC countries, exchange opinions
and expertise among researchers, com-
petent persons, decision-makers, and
policymakers about improving water ef-
ficiency, determine the research, scien-
tific, and technical needs and priorities
in the area of water efficiency, and set
up communication networks between
individuals and specialized institutions
and associations in the GCC countries.

The three-day conference dis-
cussed a number of important topics
through (58) research and scientific
working papers submitted by experts
and competent persons from inside and
outside the Sultanate and some interna-
tional and regional organizations.

The Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science par-
ticipated in the exhibition held on the
sidelines of the conference. This exhibi-
tion presented several specialized pam-
phlets, periodicals, and publications in
the field of water.




The Sultanate participates in the
Arab Forum for Scientific Research
and Sustainable Development

H. E. Sheikh Mohammed bin tended by parliamentarians from the
Hamdan Al-Tobi, Advisor at the Ministry ~ Arab States and the European Union,
of Education, headed the Sultanate’s as well as various research centers
delegation to the 2nd Session of the and bodies directly related to the topic
Arab Forum for Scientific Research of the forum. The Sultanate’s participa-
and Sustainable Development, held in tion in this forum is out of its keenness
the Emirate of Sharjah, UAE, from 19 to benefit from scientific and education
to 21 December 2014. The Omani del-  experiences, in addition to providing the
egation included representatives of the  opportunity to exchange expertise with
Shura Council (Majilis al-Shura), the the Arab States and international part-
Ministry of Education, and the Research  ners in areas of mutual interest.
Council. It is noteworthy that this forum is

The forum aimed to develop net- held on an annual basis and its terms
works and facilitate communication be-  of reference are derived from the Arab
tween the Arab States and international  Summits’ Resolutions in respect to
partners, support the Arab development  the development plans of school edu-
initiatives in the various fields, and pro-  cation, higher education, and scien-
vide the opportunity to create partner- tific research, the Arab Project for the
ships between the public and private  Advancement of Arabic Language
sectors on one hand and the research Towards a Knowledge-Based society
and academic institutions on the other and the Arab Strategy for Scientific and
hand at the Arab, regional, and inter- Technical Research and Innovation.
national levels. This Session was at-
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3rd Regional Forum of the Arab Parliamentarians in
the field of science and technology

The Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Shura Council (Majilis al-
Shura), participated in the 3rd Regional Forum of the Arab Parliamentarians
in the field of science and technology, held from 20 to 21 December 2014,
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. This forum was attended by the chairmen of
committees concerned with science and technology in the Arab parliaments in
addition to some international experts.

The forum aimed to promote the role of Arab Parliamentarians in science
and technology, and to stress the need to increase investments in this field.
The forum’s themes revolved around promoting capabilities in science and
technology, increasing interaction between science and technology on one
hand and the society on the other hand, qualifying human resources, creating
world quality research institutions to undertake these tasks, mobilizing the public
and private sectors, and urging researchers to play an active role in promoting
knowledge and supporting sustainable development in order to improve the
performance of institutions during the new millennium.
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Challenges facing the National Bio-

ethics Committee with regard to

enactment of legislations and laws

regulating Bioethics.

Pre-marital medical examination.

+ World ethics with emphasis on the
sharing of benefits or advantages.

+ Ebola Outbreak: Lessons learnt and
the agenda of future researches.

The conference’s organizing com-

mittee hopes that it attracts experts

from all over the world and from vari-

ous religions and cultures who are in-

terested and specialized in the area of

Bioethics.

Oman worked on adopting
UNESCO’s recommendation
regarding the establishment of a
National Committee on Bioethics

Summary:

There is no doubt that challenges
created by the scientific advancement
and technology are not few and need
legislations and laws regulating them
on the international and local levels.
UNESCO endeavored to enact legis-
lations regulating work in the areas of
science and technology on the inter-
national level but this is not enough
as all countries have to enact regu-
lating legislations and laws on the lo-
cal level. Oman worked on adopting
UNESCO’s recommendation regard-
ing the establishment of a National
Committee on Bioethics which en-
acts laws and legislations regulating
the good work in the area of biology
in addition to its other works such as
awareness and counseling as well as
holding conferences and symposiums
on the local and international levels in
the area of Bioethics.
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national responsibilities, its active and

leading role on the international level,

and its effectiveness within UNESCO,

Oman has been involved in several

initiatives and efforts in the area of

ethics of science and biology. The
most notable effort was the establish-
ment of a national committee on Bio-
ethics, under a decision by the Coun-
cil of Ministers, to be chaired by the

President of Sultan Qaboos Universi-

ty and the membership of several au-

thorities including the Ministry of Jus-
tice, Ministry of Awgaf and Religious

Affairs, Research Council, the Oman

National Commission for Education,

Culture, and Science, and indepen-

dent members who are experienced

and versed in the area of Bioethics.

The objectives of the Omani National

Bioethics Committee can be summa-

rized as follows:

+ Formulate Codes and Policies for
the National Bioethics Committee.

+ Plan and create a database on bio-

ethics in Oman.

Disseminate awareness on bioeth-

ics nationwide.

+ Develop a national plan to direct the
rapid developments in biology and
their effect on society.

+ Propose guidelines and legislations
to facilitate the implementation of
bioethics policies in Oman.

+ Liaise and exchange views on bio-
ethics with the brotherly and friendly
countries.

As regards the field of work of the
National Bioethics Committee, it can
be summarized as follows:

« Formation of specialized Review
Groups for research proposals that
require taking ethics into consider-
ation.

» The National Bioethics Committee,
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through its Review Groups, exam-
ines the effect of new advance-
ments in biology such as stem cells
and cloning on the ethical and so-
cial aspects as well as examines
researches which are conducted on
humans, animals, and plants so as
to ensure the researchers’ compli-
ance with the ethics of scientific re-
search.

 Approving the guidelines and poli-
cies followed by the Review Groups
formed by the National Bioethics
Committee.

+ Promoting Bioethics nationwide.

+ Exchanging views and expertise on
bioethics nationwide.

+ Contributing to the safe conduct of
research and its application with
due observance of the moral values
of the society.

+ Participation in national, regional,
and international conferences and
symposiums in matters pertaining
to Bioethics.

In the area of conferences and
symposiums on Bioethics, the Nation-
al Bioethics Committee held a number
of workshops and symposiums and is
planning to hold the 1st International
Bioethics Conference at Sultan Qa-
boos University during the period
from 8 to 10 March 2015 in collabo-
ration with the Research Council and
UNESCO. During this conference,
Bioethics specialists will be invited to
submit working papers related to the
conference’s topics including for ex-
ample:

+ Genetics and biotechnologies (stem
cells researches).

« Ethics of world health.

+ Bioethics from the viewpoint of reli-
gions and cultures.

+ Islam and Bioethics.



1435 AH) provided four essential rea-
sons which call for giving due care to
the topic of ethics by the world’s coun-
tries which should educate their citi-
zens about it, i.e.:

Lack of confidence in sciences
and making them responsible for the
technological, social, and economic
chaos.

Encountering  difficul-
ties in distinguishing be-
tween what is right and
what is wrong in scientific
research.

The relationship be-
tween science and scien-
tists on one hand and science and
society on the other hand.

The role which ethics education
can play in sustainable development.

Bioethics

UNESCO efforts in the area of
Ethics of Science and Bioethics
in particular:

There is no doubt that UNESCO
is the closest organization to give due
care to the topic of ethics as it deals
with the aspects of science, culture,
and education which all exist in the
topic of ethics. As the great dilemma
lies in the social, cultural, and legal
concerns and effects of the tremen-
dous development in biological sci-
ences such as stem cells researches,
genetic experiments, and cloning,
a new word has been coined to en-
compass these concerns: bioethics.”
(UNESCO, 2015).

In 1993, UNESCO launched the
Bioethics Programme to become one
of the main priorities of its plans. In
1997, the UNESCO General Confer-
ence adopted the Universal Declara-
tion on Human Genome and Human
Rights, the only international instru-

Programme is one
of UNESCO’s main
priorities of plans

ment in the field of bioethics, which
was endorsed by the United Na-
tions General Assembly in 1998. In
the 32nd Session of the UNESCO
General Conference, during October
2003, the International Declaration on
Human Genetic Data was approved.
UNESCO aims through all these ac-
tivities to get all its affiliated countries
involved in all activities re-
lated to the topic of ethics
of science and biology.

The Bioethics Pro-
gramme is part of UNES-
CO’s Social and Human
Sciences Sector. It is
primarily managed by two advisory
bodies: the International Bioethics
Committee (IBC), composed of 36
independent experts, and the Inter-
governmental Bioethics Committee
(IGBC), composed of representatives
of 36 UNESCO Member States. These
two committees cooperate to provide
advice and report recommendations
and proposals to the UNESCO Direc-
tor-General for consideration. They
also work as an advisory entity for
Member States willing to encourage
examining and discussing topics relat-
ed to bioethics. They contribute to ca-
pacity building on the national and re-
gional levels as well through facilitating
the formation of networks of specialists
and institutions concerned with bioeth-
ics in addition to encouraging Member
States to form ethics national commit-
tees and define national standards and
legislations in this field which was ap-
plied by the Sultanate of Oman.

Oman’s efforts in the area of
ethics of science and biology:

Out of its commitment to its inter-
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whether they are Muslim societies

or other and especially between reli-

gious scholars and scientists as reli-

gious scholars try to judge every sci-

entific issue based on the balance of

religion and Sharia and express their

fear in three main objections, i.e.:

+ Objections against the genetic con-
trol of Man.

+ Fear that such knowledge falls in
unsafe hands.

+ Fear that an uncontrollable germ is
created.

On the other hand, we find that
scientists accuse religious scholars of
dragging them back to the time of Gal-
ileo when conflict intensified between
the Church and scientists. Such is-
sues have religious, social, and tech-
nological effects on the human life.
The religious dimension is evident
as such issues are considered red
lines to religious scholars such as the
cloning of embryos, Euthanasia, etc.
As for the social dimension, such is-
sues affect the social fabric in a way
or another in terms of child parentage
in case of cloning for example (Ambu-
saidi, 2011).
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Ethics of Science and Biology:
Necessary Legislative
Requirements:

Living in an accelerating, volatile,
and troubled world puts Man in an
unenviable position. Mass media re-
veal new discoveries in the world of
technology and human knowledge ev-
eryday which make people confused;
should they benefit from what science
offers or stand against it and how pos-
sible can they lose things which they
need (Ambusaidi, 2011). Therefore, it
was necessary to adopt policies and
legislations which protect human be-
ings against unethical practices of
scientific researches and their appli-
cations as well as to reduce people’s
anxiety and confusion.

It is necessary to adopt policies
and legislations which protect
human beings against unethical
practices of scientific researches
and their applications

Several international research in-
stitutions give due care to the topic
of ethics which may take place to
the paths and applications of science
such as: the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), National Academy of
Science (NAS), American Association
for Advancement of Science (AAAS),
and United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Several religious, value,
and ethical controls, laws, and condi-
tions were set so as to govern the use
of various technologies and take them
in the right direction which serves hu-
manity and conserve its natural devel-
opment (Raznik, 2005).

The UNESCO Report (Al-Ahmadi,



Scientists indicate that there are
three main pivots of science in the
21st century which are atoms, com-
puter, and genes. According to a
scientist called Watson mentioned
in Kaku (2001), “We used
to think that our future lies

in stars but we realize now 1N the world
that it lies in our genes”. Of hiology

From such statements, it and genes in
particular have
the greatest
effect on

of human life as they inter- the future of
fere with the parts of human human life

is evident that revolutions
in the world of biology and
genes in particular have the
greatest effect on the future

beings and put ethics of sci-

ence at stake. As such revolutions are
looked at as a natural phenomenon, it
became possible that the human be-
ing himself can be subject to experi-
ment and analysis and can be con-
trolled to a horrifying extent to many
people (Al-Bagsami, 1993).

The cloning of Dolly the sheep by
Scottish scientists in 1997 constituted
a historical juncture in the scientific
revolution as an exact copy of a liv-
ing organism is made by an unnatural
way. Since then, there is news about

Revolutions

cloning of other living organisms such
as the cloning of a dog, monkey,
mouse, or cow and the like. Scientists
have recently managed to clone em-
bryos from two donor persons using
the normal skin cells (Al-
lam, 2008).

We have also read and
heard that scientists think
to benefit from the embry-
onic stem cells or what is
also known as the stem
cells in treating some ill-
nesses by mixing human
cells with animal cells.
Such matter led to a debate
between scientists on one
hand and the followers of heavenly
religions on the other hand as the lat-
ter team believes that such process
involves the creation of a human life
in the laboratories just to destroy it
under the pretense of an alleged ben-
efit for others while scientists believe
that science has to advance so as to
achieve more benefit and welfare for
the human kind.

Such developments and issues
are still generating a clear debate
among the society’s individuals
)

&£
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Ethics of Science:

Prepared by:
Prof. Abdullah bin Khamis Ambusaidi

ambusaid @squ.edu.om

A necessity forced by the latest developments of

the age of science and technology

Introduction:

Science and technology are the backbone of life today as they play a
great role in the progress and development of societies. Great discoveries
in the area of science and their technological applications are the source
of the progress of societies in the East and West. Such developments
made radical changes in the human life. Although the scientific progress
gave mankind several choices and enabled Man to control things, but in
return, several controversial scientific, social, and ethical issues emerged
with all their positive and negative dimensions. Therefore, the world is liv-
ing in a state of hesitation and perplexity between accepting and rejecting
them, as well as is finding it difficult to take a decision about them which
prompted it to set limits and laws, as a natural reaction, which improved
the behavior of science and surrounded it with ethics which elevated it to
become an important element serving mankind (Ambusaidi and Al-Hajria,
2013). In this regard, Dr. Baraka (1985) pointed out that science can de-
stroy and establish countries, start and end wars, and establish and aban-
don principles. If science is controlled and directed by unethical persons,
its effects will be long-term and extremely harmful. But if ethics of science
are observed, a spirit of cooperation, fraternity, and solidarity will prevail
over the world regardless of the different opinions, trends, religions, and
colors.
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Educational Workshop on safeguarding
tangible cultural heritage

In  collaboration  with  the
Directorate General of Education
in the Governorate of Musandam,
the Department of Heritage and
Culture in the Governorate of
Musandam and the Oman National
Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science organized a workshop
on “safeguarding the tangible cultural
heritage” during the period from 23

to 24 November 2014 in Musandam.
This workshop targeted students of
grades 10, 11 and 12. The workshop’s
program included working papers on
the introduction of the world cultural
heritage, Omani sites listed in the
UNESCO World Heritage List, the
role of youth in safeguarding the world
heritage, and visual presentations
about the world heritage.

Al-Ayyala... Fourth Omani Art to be listed on the World
List for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage

The Sultanate of Oman succeeded
in listing the art of Al-Ayyala on the
UNESCO World List for safeguarding
intangible cultural heritage as the
fourth Omani art to be included in
such list. The art of Al-Ayyala is
listed as a shared art between the
Sultanate of Oman and the United
Arab Emirates. This matter took place
during the Sultanate’s participation,

represented by the Oman National
Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science as well as the Ministry
of Heritage and Culture, in the events
of the 9th session of the meetings of
the Intergovernmental Committee for
intangible cultural heritage during the
period from 23 to 28 November at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

Celebration of World Human Rights Day: “Human
“Rights: Community Partnership

The Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture, and Science
participated in celebrating the World
Human Rights Day which is on
December 10 every year. The World
Human Rights Day is celebrated this
year under the theme of “Human
Rights:  Community  Partnership”

as the celebration is held at the
headquarters of the State Council
and organized by the National Human
Rights Commission. A seminar that
included the presentation of a number
of working papers related to human
rights was held on the sidelines of this
occasion.




Regional Workshop on “documentation
of Islamic heritage using modern
technology” held in Khartoum in the
Republic of the Sudan

The Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture, and Science (ONCECS), participated in the regional
workshop on “documentation of Islamic heritage using modern technology”
organized by ISESCO in the Republic of Sudan during the period from 22 to
25 September 2014. ONC representative submitted a working paper entitled
“documentation of the intangible heritage in the Sultanate of Oman”.

The workshop concluded with a number of recommendations, most
notably, call upon bodies and directorates concerned msm T
with monuments in ISESCO Member States to work to _*
document the cultural heritage within its overall concept so &
as to include all its tangible and intangible components, as
well as natural and dual heritage, using means of modern
technology, in addition to calling upon ISESCO Member
States to consider the possibility of including the subject of
“Education on heritage” in the educational curricula along R}
with practical application through field visits.

Training on strategies to promote learning and
teaching dialogue among students in Oman

of the Ministry of Education in the
Governorate of Muscat.

This training course targeted
a number of teachers of
Humanities at the Directorate of
Education in the Governorate
of Muscat with the purpose of
introducing the participants to the
nature of dialogue and its types
as well as providing theoretical
information ~ on  successful
and effective dialogue, the
mechanism to establish the culture of

In collaboration with the National

Youth Commission, the Oman

National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science organized
a training course on strategies to
promote learning and teaching
dialogue among students in Oman
during the period from 27 to 30
October 2014 at the Training Center

dialogue among students in the school
environment, and the most important
strategies to teach and learn dialogue
among students. This training course
coincided with the celebration of the
Omani Youth Day which is on the 26th
of October every year.
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Culture news

Regional Seminar on promoting legal
understanding of intangible cultural heritage

In collaboration with the Ministry
of Heritage and Culture and ALECSO,
the Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science
organized the regional seminar on
promoting legal understanding of
intangible cultural heritage in the
Governorate Muscat during the period
from 8 to 10 September 2014.

This seminar, attended by
representatives of (16) Arab States,
aimed to achieve a set of objectives
including work to enact a guiding law
for the intangible cultural heritage
in the Arab States drafted by all the
Arab States, understand the reality of
intangible heritage and its relationship
with sustainable development
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in the Arab States, develop a
program consistent with the Arab
communities to develop this sector
and link it to development plans in
each country, develop an integrated
approach to safeguard this sector in
which all regional and international
organizations take part along with
national institutions in each country,
work to raise the level of awareness
of the importance of this heritage,
and examine the international
requirements in accordance with the
Convention for the Safeguarding of
Intangible Cultural Heritage so as
to increase the effectiveness and
presence of the Arab States in the
Convention.




Georgetown, Melbourne,
Oxford, = Cambridge  and
Leiden), two to IT in Lahore and
Karachi, and two to environ-
ment in Utrecht and Babhrain,
and one to international rela-
tions in Harvard University,
USA.

Looking at the scientific and
academic fields covered by the
chairs one can see that Oman
is aware of the inherent human
differences, and seeks to pro-
vide beacons for the future gen-
erations to bridge the gap and
align opinions, thus allowing
more subjective and rational
dialogue, based on its believe
that it represents a segment
of this global community, and
that its people carry high hu-
man values, and that the wise
vision of His Majesty the Sultan
has realized the ins and outs of
the global lack of understand-
ing and harmony. The scientific
domains of the chairs deal with
political studies, international
relations, religions, culture,
Arabic Language, economy,
arts and water and technol-
ogy, for the main purpose of
the chairs was to reach a mod-
ern global community, living in
peace and guided by common
understanding and tolerance,
in addition to forming contem-
porary views on how can the
Arabic voice be heard better,

and better achieve global and
wider harmony under globaliza-
tion.

Great efforts are made, in
Oman and abroad, to introduce
these academic chairs, and in-
crease awareness of their sig-
nificant role as points of cultural
convergence with the world,
and intellectual beacons shin-
ing from Oman. This is clear
from the many seminars intro-
ducing the chairs, the first was
in Sultan Qaboos University,
Muscat, 2010, and the sec-
ond in Cambridge University,
UK, in 2012, the third in Tokyo
University, Japan, in 2014, fo-
cusing on water as the main
theme, considering its impor-
tance for the world, and the
Middle East in particular. During
the seminar the Permanent
Omani Corner was inaugurated
in Tokyo University, reflecting
the life in Oman and the Omani
— Japanese relations.

In the end we can conclude
that the philosophy of Sultan
Qaboos academic chairs is
based on reaffirming Oman’s
role in building a unique meth-
odology for the dialogue of
cultures, enriching cultural
interaction, and establishing
sustainable links of friendship
and cooperation between the
nations to achieve world peace
and understanding.

The variety

of research
majors of the
academic
chairs have
created a
wealth at the
level of the
research issues
served
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that enrich cultural and intellec-

tual communication between

civilizations, thus establish-
ing a unique methodology for

Oman to link the communities,

and introduce the others to this

culture based on academic and
scientific foundation.

Going through the history
of these academic chairs one
can see that the beginning was
with the Sultan Qaboos Chair in
Arabic and Islamic Literature in
George Town University, USA,
in 1980. Today there are 16 ac-
ademic chairs in various coun-
tries across the world, hosted
by the most prestigious interna-
tional universities:

+ Sultan Qaboos Professorship
of Arabic and Islamic Lite-
rature at Georgetown Univer-
sity, USA, 1980

« Sultan Qaboos Chair
of  Arabic Language at
Georgetown Uni-versity,
USA, 1993

+ Sultanof Oman Professorship
of International Relations
at Harvard University, USA,
1999

« HM Sultan Qaboos Chair
in Desert Agriculture at the
Arabian  Gulf  University,
Bahrain, 1994

+ Sultan of Oman Chair of Arab
and Islamic Studies at the
University of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, 2003

+ Sultan of Oman International
Fellowship at Oxford Center
for Islamic Studies, University
of Oxford, UK, 2004

+ Sultan Qaboos IT Chair at
Lahore University of Enginee-
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ring and Technology in Paki-
stan, 2004
+ Sultan Qaboos Chair for

Infor-mation Technology
at the NED University of
Engineering Technology,

Karachi, Pakistan, 2005

+ HM Sultan Qaboos Pro-
fessorship of Modern Arabic
Studies at Cambridge Uni-
versity, 2005

+ Sultan Qaboos Chair
of Quan-titative Water
Management at the
University of Utrecht in the
Netherlands, 2005

+ Sultan Qaboos Chair for
Arabic Language Studies
at Beijing University, China,
2007

« Sultan of Oman Chair of
Oriental Studies at Leiden
University in the Netherlands,
2008

+ Sultan Qaboos Chair in
Middle Eastern Studies at
Tokyo  University, Japan,
2010

+ Sultan Qaboos professor-
ship of Abrahamic Faiths and
Shared Values at Cambridge
University, UK, 2011

+ Sultan Qaboos bin Said Pro-
fessorship in Middle East
Studies at William and Mary
College, USA, 2011

An analytical closer look

reveals that the variety of re-

search majors of the academic

chairs have created a wealth

at the level of the research

issues served. Eight of the

chairs are dedicated to Middle

Eastern, and Arab and Islamic

Culture studies (Tokyo, Beijing,

Highlighting the
research efforts
on various
issues that
enrich cultural
and intellectual
communication
between
civilizations



In his speech on the occasion of the country’s 13th national
day in 1983, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, the Sultan of
Oman - may God protect him - said:

“Young people ... The world you are inheriting is
one in which fanaticism, intolerance, and disregard and
disrespect for the rule of law have become prevalent,
where we see violence and oppression on all sides,
and we sometimes see man desperate of the future of
humanity. But we believe that the day must come when
these evils are defeated. This is the aim which every
one of us, of every nationality, must seek to work and
achieve. May God Almighty bless our steps and lead us
all on the path towards prosperity for our good and that

of all mankind.”

Within this quest toward a
humane world, prevailed by
understanding and peaceful
coexistence, the Omani gov-
ernment, guided by the wise
leadership, worked based on
the fact that Oman, since an-
cient times, through its ships
and seafarers sailing around
the globe, carried a model of a
people that love humanity and
seek to add all the values of
justice, tolerance and brother-
hood to the human legacy. The
government understood that
without knowing the other, who
is geographically distant, and
somehow different, the door
will be wide open for forming
offensive stereotypes which
are sometimes unintentional,
and this is what Sultan Qaboos
discerned while establishing

the Sultan Qaboos Academic
Chairs, distributed throughout
the continents, in various coun-
tries and universities. Each
chair is different in term of serv-
ing the various aspects of life.
No doubt that the ultimate
objective for which these aca-
demic chairs are created is to
introduce the cultural role of
Oman in developing the human
knowledge, approximate be-
tween the various cultures and
achieve cultural convergence
between the peoples of the
world, leading to a constructive
and civilized dialogue. These
academic chairs are beacons
for knowledge, and through
education, they introduce the
world to the Arab and Islamic
cultures, and highlight the re-
search efforts on various issues
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Toward more understanding ...
Sultan Qaboos Academic Chairs

Knowledge is the real path to solve all the problems
and their causes, and all successful solutions emerged
from real knowledge and correct understanding of events.
Otherwise it will be the result of incorrect understanding
and (ack of deep knowledge.

Although we have witnessed great development and
improvement in our daily (ives, resulting from the race
toward technical knowhow and automation, there are
certain negative reflections that are completely opposite
to the good values mankind should have, and may result
in the destruction of civilization. Despite this, fiope and
work remain the theme for those working toward the
good of mankind.

By: Muna Salim Jaabob
Sultan Qaboos Higher Centre for Culture & Science
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Danish Educational Delegation views
the experience of the Omani ASPnet
Schools

A Danish Educational Delegation of (17) male and female teachers and
principals working in the Danish UNESCO ASPnet Schools visited the Sultanate
during the period from 15 to 22 November 2014. The visit aimed to develop
the existing twinning projects between the Omani and Danish ASPnet Schools,
promote and develop cooperation among schools through the exchange of
knowledge and expertise about the Omani and Danish cultures, get familiar
with the Omani sites listed on the World Heritage List as well as develop and
discuss a mechanism to expand and promote future cooperation between
the Sultanate of Oman and the Kingdom of Denmark in the area of UNESCO
ASPnet Schools activities.

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science
arranged a program of visits for the delegation members to a number of Omani
ASPnet Schools in various governorates of Oman so as to get familiar with the
experiences and activities of the Omani ASPnet Schools in various educational
fields.

The Danish delegation also visited the Governorate of Al Dakhiliyah,
Governorates of Al Shargiyah North and Al Shargiyah South to get familiar
with the numerous cultural and touristic attractions in the Sultanate. In addition,
the delegation visited a number of heritage and cultural monuments in the
Governorate of Muscat including the Royal Opera House, Muttrah Souq, and
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque.
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Student Delegation participates in the
UN ASPnet Schools Model Conference

A student delegation from the Omani ASPnet Schools travelled to Italy to
participate in the UN ASPnet Schools Model Conference which is held for the
first time on the level of ASPnet Schools at an Italian UNESCO ASPnet School
during the period from 13 to 15 November 2014 under the theme of “To Protect
and Preserve”.

The conference aims to encourage cultural dialogue among the participating
students from various countries as well as promote education, science, and
culture among them, while stressing the importance of respecting the basic
rights, freedoms, and peaceful coexistence for a sustainable life.

The Omani student delegation took part in the discussions of the UNESCO
Committee and Environment Committee as the delegation consisted of (2) two
male students from Imam Jabber bin Zaid Post Basic Education School and (2)
two female students from Shatti Al-Qurum Post Basic Education School.
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Student Delegation participates in the
World Conference on Education for
Sustainable Development in Japan

A student delegation from the Omani ASPnet schools participated in
the World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, held in
Japan during the period from 4 to 8 November 2014 in collaboration with
UNESCO.

The student delegation participated in this conference so as to benefit
from this gathering of teachers and students of the UNESCO ASPnet
schools from all over the world with the purpose of providing and exchanging
information and initiatives with relation to education for sustainable
development as well as developing visions, ideas, and proposals on the
future of education for sustainable development.




serve their community, and enhance their abilities and talents in several fields
such as photography and short films. The Forum also aims to get students fa-
miliar with the traditional Omani crafts and instill the culture of volunteering and
entrepreneurship among the students.

The 2nd Forum comes following the great success of the 1st Forum held by
ONC in 2012 under the theme of “Future in young hands”.
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2 Forum of School Students

The Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture, and Science
(ONCECS) organized the 2nd Forum of
School Students during the period from
20 to 22 October 2014 under the theme
of “A Conscious and Responsible
Generation” with the participation of

(150) students aged 16-17 years from
across the Sultanate.

This 2nd Forum aims to provide a
suitable environment for the participat-
ing students to freely express their opin-
ions and ideas, instill cognitive aware-
ness about employing technology to




UNESCO
Associated School




the results of the GCC Countries
in  main international studies,
conduct additional research and
case studies about the main focus

themes, and include the findings of
the GCC countries study in the UN
consultations on education in the
Post-2015 Phase.

Consultative Visit of the Statistical Advisor at
the UNESCO Office in Doha

The Statistical Advisor of the
UNESCO Regional Office in Doha
conducted a work visit to the Ministry
of Higher Education and the National
Centre for Statistics and Information
during the period from 14 to 18
December 2014. The meeting with
the Ministry of Higher Education was
held during the period from 14 to 15
December 2014 so as to get famil-
iar with ISCED 2011 Classification,
classify the educational programs in
the Sultanate of Oman according to
ISCED 2011, classify the academic
qualifications in the Sultanate of
Oman according to ISCED 2011, and

classify the general and special spe-
cializations. From 16 to 18 December
2014, The Statistical Advisor held the
meeting with the National Centre for
Statistics and Information to discuss
UNESCO education forms and how
to complete them, get familiar with
the mechanisms of how to calcu-
late education indicators based on
UNESCO forms, how the data pro-
vided in the UNESCO forms are re-
flected on the international indicators
(such as Human Development Index
etc.) and how to encode the survey
data, censuses, and administrative
records according to ISCED 2011.

Regional Workshop on “Promoting Teacher
Policies and Practices in the Arab States”:

The Sultanate of Oman, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Education,
participated in the Regional
Workshop on “Promoting Teacher
Policies and Practices in the Arab
States”, held in Beirut from 10 to 12
December 2014, with the purpose of
getting an opportunity to share and
finalize the Regional Framework of
Teacher Policies and Resources’
package launched in December
2012 as a collective product, update
the framework approach and enrich
it with the important issues from the
Arab States and other regions, and
devise the follow-up process lead-
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ing to increased publishing and ex-
change and capacity development
on the regional, sub-regional, and
national levels. This is a new initia-
tive for teachers in the Arab States
aiming to improve teacher policies
and practices in the Arab States in
line with the UNESCO Teachers’
Strategy launched recently. The new
teacher initiative focus in particular
on improving education quality and
promoting informed policy making
based on reliable information and
correct evidences from the compara-
tive perspective.



International Conference on the role of ICT for
Persons with Disabilities

The Sultanate of Oman par-
ticipated in the International
Conference on the role of ICT for
Persons with Disabilities, held in
New Delhi by UNESCO in collabo-
ration with the Indian Government,
under the title of “From Exclusion
to Empowerment” during the pe-
riod from 24 to 26 November 2014
within the framework of adopting
the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities of 2006.

This Conference aimed to facili-
tate the implementation of the UN
Convention and the recommen-
dations of the document resulting
from the High-level Meeting of the

General Assembly on achieving
the Millennium Development Goals
and other internationally agreed
development goals for disabled
persons, encourage policymakers
and decision-makers, specialists
and academics from education,
industry, media, information, and
communication organizations, and
community organizations work-
ing with the disabled persons to
discuss the role of ICT in promot-
ing human rights and fundamental
freedoms to integrate the disabled
in all aspects of life through tak-
ing tangible and appropriate mea-
sures.

Meeting of Experts Committee on UNESCO
Research Project “Education Post-2015”

Upon an invitation by the
UNESCO Regional Office in
Doha, the Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Ministry of
Education, participated in the
Meeting of Experts Committee for
the UNESCO draft study entitled
“Education Post-2015: Improving
the quality of education outcomes
and raising performance level of
education systems in the GCC
countries and Yemen”, held in
Doha on June 9, 2014, with the
participation of GCC Countries
and Yemen, UNESCO experts
from Paris, the Arab Bureau of
Education, Qatar University and
Qatar National Research Fund,

which is the main financier of the
draft study being conducted by the
UNESCO Office in Doha. The draft
study aims to analyze and deter-
mine the challenges and opportuni-
ties available to improve education
quality, promote the performance
of education systems in the GCC
countries, analyze the national/re-
gional capabilities of data analysis
and use on education quality on
two levels i.e. the performance of
education systems and the qual-
ity of education outcomes, collect
information on the education sys-
tems’ readiness to face the chal-
lenges of the Post-2015 Agenda,
expand in exploring and analyzing
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Arab Program on the development of teaching
curricula and deployment of information
technology in teaching and learning

A delegation of experts from the
National Center for Technologies in
Education and the Tunisian Ministry
of Education conducted a work
visit to the Sultanate organized by
the Omani Ministry of Education
during the period from 3 to 5
November 2014. The visit is related
to the topic of evaluation of both
curricula engineering and the 21st
Century skills according to the tools
developed within the framework
of the Arab Program on the
development of teaching curricula
and deployment of information
technology in teaching and learning,
which is part of the execution phases
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of the Plan for the Development of
Education in the Arab Countries - the
Arab Program for the Improvement
of Education Quality - and aims
also to stimulate the Cooperation
Agreement concluded between
the Arab League Educational,
Cultural, and Scientific Organization
(ALECSO) and the National Center
for Technologies in Education. Such
visit contributes to the exchange of
experiences and expertise towards
the development of Arab systems
which are more compatible and
closer to the international quality
standards.
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as to direct more resources towards
the most effective activities to achieve
better results in the educational pro-
cess.

To achieve this goal, the Action
Research consists of two parts i.e.
First: Preparation of a special meth-
odology for the Sultanate to con-
duct the research, Second: Applying
the methodology so as to evaluate
the current situation of the National
Educationa Financial Data System

in the Sultanate of Oman by draw-
ing a map of the existing operations
and financial flows, determining the
sources and gaps in the existing data,
and evaluating the political support
and institutional capabilities so as to
conduct a full national education ac-
count. Within this framework, two
workshops were organized in the
Sultanate during the period from 22 to
26 September 2014 and from 10to 13
November 2014.

Regional Seminar on Student Assessment
in the Arab Region

The Sultanate participated in
the Regional Seminar on Student
Assessment in the Arab Region, held
in Kuwait from 16 to 20 November
2014, to develop a regional map for
the national evaluation systems in the
Arab States, provide technical support
to a number of the Arab States, and
develop comprehensive national
capabilities in the area of evaluation

within the framework of the Plan for
the Development of Education in the
Arab Countries which is implemented
by ALECSO in collaboration with
the UNESCO Regional Office in
Beirut. The overall objective lies in
strengthening national capacity to
analyze assessment data and provide
a standard comparison of the various
aspects in education quality.

Regional Workshop on Information and
Communication Technology in the Arab States

The Sultanate of Oman, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Education,
participated in the Regional
Workshop on Information and
Communication Technology in the
Arab States, held in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan on November
4, 2014, with the purpose of dis-
cussing data related to the survey
report prepared by UNESCO in col-
laboration with Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Organization in 2013 about

“Information and Communication
Technology in education in five Arab
States” as such, the survey included
the following topics: politics and cur-
ricula, ratios of basic and secondary
education institutions using various
types of ICT, students enrolment in
programs using ICT, availability of
computers and other infrastructure,
teachers and use of ICT, and edu-
cational spending on ICT.
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Education news

Meeting of National Coordinators for Education
Development Plan in the Arab Region

The Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Ministry of Education,
participated in the meeting of the Coordinators of the Education Development
Plan in the Arab Countries, held in Tunisia from 2 to 5 December 2014 to follow
up and explore the future of the plan in light of the rapid changes as well as
present an initial report about the answers of the Arab States to the UNESCO
questionnaire for evaluating and implementing the Education Development
Plan, in addition to determining the tasks of the coming phase for following
up the implementation of the plan along with determining the role and duties
of the coordinators in preparation for evaluating the 1st phase of the Plan
for the Development of Education in the Arab Countries and preparing for
the submission of the progress report on the efforts of the Arab States and
UNESCO in implementing the Plan for the Development of Education in the
Arab Countries in collaboration with ALECSO.

Assessment of the current status of the National
Education Financial Data System in the Sultanate of
Oman (National Account for Education):

Education Financial Data System in
the Sultanate of Oman. Such study

In  collaboration  with  the
UNESCO Regional Office in Doha,

the Ministry of Education (MOE) is
conducting a study on the policies
concerning the assessment
of the current status of the National
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aims to enable Oman to carry out
research that enables MOE and all
entities concerned with education to
make decisions based on facts so



to connect the topic of health with the core of the
education process, and involve the stakehold-
ers, including teachers, students, parents and the
surrounding community, thus ensuring a healthy
inducing study environment, enhancing healthy |
behavior within the school community and devel-
oping the relations between the school and local
community.

. Child friendly school initiative |
The child friendly school initiative consists of |
five dimensions, including health, security and
protection, for the purpose of providing safe and
secure surrounding, according to national policies,
and developing the school building according
to child friendly school standards, in addition
to strengthening the partnership with the local
community to enhance children health, security

and safety, including children with disability. IH""""'
@iy mapnn 9%
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health practices, and make them real-
ize the risks and damages of narcot-
ics and contagious diseases, in addi-
tion to personal hygiene. Arabic sub-
ject presents various topics including
medical checkup, healthy behaviors,
antibiotics, hazard of waste on the
environment, hazard of smoking, first
aid, balanced diet and addiction.

Curricula play a significant role in
several projects serving health;
some of them are implemented

Seventh: E-program-
mes and projects
through the e-portal

The education portal is a new move
employing modern technology in edu-
cation, and utilizing advanced media
to enhance and develop the educa-
tion process. The portal provides a
network connecting the schools with
the educational directorates, and the
ministry, to exchange information on
various topics, including student and
school health. In early 2011/2012,
the ministry started including the stu-
dent e-medical records in the portal,
with all the health conditions, medi-
cal checkup, vaccination, any medical
service provided and special medical
cases and disability. The record also
includes certain forms to follow up on
any risky behaviors by students, and
school environment and food.

The portal is also used to dissemi-
nate information to students, faculty
members and parents on various
health issues, sending short messag-
es (SMS) to parents on their children
health, discussing health problems
and setting suitable solutions through
the education forum, in addition to pre-
senting health manuals and projects.
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within the Omani curricula, including
the Road Safety Campaign aiming
to disseminate the concepts of
traffic safety amongst the students,
considering that they are the future of
the country. Implanting these concepts
early will result in future generations
aware of traffic safety rules. The
document is comprehensive and
contains traffic culture subjects
designed to be introduced in various
parts of the curricula.

Eighth: School
health promoting
Initiatives
1. School health promoting initia-
tive
The Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Health, in cooperation
with international organizations,
adopted the school health promot-
ing initiative, enforcing the holistic
vision of school health, and sup-
porting the significance of adopting
active school health programmes
aimed at improving health and ed-
ucational outcomes. The initiative
was first rolled out in 19 schools
throughout Oman, with a set of
manuals, brochures and posters,
and a number of workshops and
seminars were organized within
this initiative. In the academic year
2007/2008 the 19 schools partici-
pating in the initiative were evalu-
ated, and schools achieving gold
and silver level were honored. The
initiative was expanded, and in the
academic year 2013/2014 there
were 343 participating schools. A
central team was formed to evalu-
ate the schools. The initiative aims



My positive personality booklet
Facts of life competition

Shell traffic safety award

Girls health programme
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AIDS peer education programme for grades 9 — 12
Importance of daily breakfast for grades 1 — 6

Personal hygiene awareness programme “My Health in my hand” for grades

10. First day of school programme for grades 5 — 12
11. New students welcome programme for grade 1
As result of continuous development in education, and constant attention to

Sixth: Health dimension in the curricula

the Omani curricula to be up to date
with the events and developments
of interest to students, the Ministry
developed the life skills subject,
which represents a quality move in
education in general, and is an im-
portant field for the students to learn
alongside values, trends
and applied skills, a spe-

certain health and safety
subjects in other themes,
consistent with their sub-
jects. Under the compre-
hensive education devel-
opment by the Ministry of
Education, school sports
also received its share of
development, based on the
believe in the importance
of a healthy body to drive
production and development in the
country, and this was apparent by the
ministry introducing school sports as
a basic subject in all the public educa-
tion stages with designated curricula.
Health Culture and Awareness is a
separate and independent unit aimed
at developing health awareness, and
providing students with health infor-

School health
cial theme on health and promoting
safety, in addition to having jpitiative takes
into account the
holistic vision of
school health,
and supports the
significance of
adopting active
school health
programmes

mation relating to physical activity
and suitable diet, thus avoiding many
chronic diseases.

Social studies, despite its character-
istics and limited reflection on health
concepts, considering that health
is not directly or closely related to
the subject of social stud-
ies, also contains parts on
health including: personal
health, health services in
Oman, health complications
resulting from environmen-
tal problems and encourag-
ing voluntary work to sup-
port the community health.
Islamic education also con-
tains many health concepts
including mouth hygiene,
cleanliness of clothes and
places, moderation in food
and drink, proper diet and
sports in Islam, etc. not ignoring the
psychological  aspect, discussed
through various themes including an-
ger management, prohibition to wish
death, prohibition to kill a soul and
preservation of body and mind.

By introducing health concepts
through the Arabic subject the aim
was to educate the students on good
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directorates across Oman to monitor school nurses and the implementation
of awareness and fitness programmes provided to the students.
Dedicating teachers as finance affairs specialists to supervise the school
cafeterias and the food served therein, and provide non-centralized training
courses to introduce the staff to food safety and the mechanisms for proper
food preservation.

Appointing dieticians in the ministry and the directorates across Oman to
follow on the cafeterias and monitor their compliance with the stipulated
health conditions.

Forming school food committees in all public schools.

Fifth: Health awareness programmes

The programmes are determined based on the findings of studies and surveys,
regularly carried out on students, to measure their knowledge, trends and
various health behaviors. The findings have established that the most serious
problems facing the students are unhealthy diet, lack of physical activity,
smoking, alcohol and psychological problems, in addition to certain negative
phenomena, like violence, which is considered alien to the Omani community.

Important studies and surveys:

Knowledge, trends and practices concerning hygiene, food and smoking sur-
vey (1994) for the three phases of education

Teenagers health survey (2001) to measure the knowledge, trends and prac-
tices of students in grades 10 — 12 in public health in general, and reproduc-
tive health in particular.

Global survey on tobacco use amongst youth for 2003, 2007 and 2010. This
is a regular survey supported by WHO and Atlanta Disease Control Center.
Student health survey in 2005 and 2010 for the age group 13 — 15 years. This
is a global survey conducted every 5 years to measure the student knowledge
and trends in 10 aspects, and each country selects at least six for the survey.
Oman selected eating habits, personal hygiene, violence, unintentional inju-
ries, physical activity and sports, protection elements and awareness about
AIDS.

Public education student psychological health study for grades 9 — 12 (2004).
Through this study, the Ministry of Health, in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education, studied certain psychological problems amongst the students.
Field study on school food and nutritional awareness amongst public educa-
tion students for grades 7 — 12 (2004), the study was conducted by the Minis-
try of Education, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, to investigate the
reality of school food.

The health awareness programmes aim to introduce the students to
proper and healthy skills, including:

1.

Anti-tobacco programme for grades 5 — 12

2. Anti-narcotics and psychotropic substances for grades 10 — 12
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In schools In the directorates of education and health
Sl Social | Psychological saligel | neEli Somal Psychological
health worker worker health [awareness |guidance worker
nurse doctor worker worker
884 | 1050 270 22 47 56 15

source: Department of Awareness and Guidance programmes

Fourth: School Nutrition

The school cooperative / cafeteria is
where the students apply what they
study on the importance of healthy
diet, and how to preserve their health
and safety, by serving them healthy,
suitable and assorted food, which
is the first nucleus to implant this
awareness and transform it into daily
life behavior.

cooperatives / cafeterias, for the
purpose of improving and developing
their services.

School food is a significant challenge
facing the Ministry of Education,
and efforts are continuous to ensure
continuous improvement, including:

+ Issue of the Health Manual for
the school cooperatives/cafeterias,

Accordingly, the Ministry in cooperation with the
of Education is determined .. Ministry of Health and the
to provide healthy, The Mmls"V of municipalities, presenting
suitable and assorted diet, Education has the conditions and

containing nutrition that is heen keen to

serve healthy,
suitable and
development. The Ministry gssorted

Nutrition

suitable to the students’ age
group and their physical,
psychological and mental

of Education, in cooperation
with  the  Ministry  of
Health and municipalities,
frequently reviews and develops
the health conditions of the school

stipulations to be fulfilled
in the cafeteria premises
and by staff, mechanism
for leasing the cafeterias,
permitted types of food, etc.
The manual was developed,
printed and circulated to all
the schools in Oman.

+ Appointing several health

educators in the ministry and the
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The Ministry of Health also focuses on developing its manpower in school
health, by providing sufficient numbers of professionals and developing their
potentials. In 2010, the ministry prepared a work plan to provide nursing staff for
the school health programme, together with the equipment and requirements
for the school health rooms over the ministry’s eighth development plan (2011
—2015), whereas by the end of 2015 one nurse will be available in each public
school. In addition, the Ministry of Health carries out regular health visits to the
schools at the rate of one doctor for every 4 schools.

Second: School Environment

The Ministry of Education’s units, in order to eliminate noise
concern for the school environment and the negative impact of the old
is based on several factors, including  window units,
school location, building, vyards, and provide a Proper saf_ety
classrooms and lighting, etc. in comfortable and and security

addition to other factors including quiet academic

conditions

heat ingulation, ventilation and environment. in the school
landscaping. The water

When designing new buildings, at schools is and the .
the ministry included external checked by surrounding

parking areas distant from the school the Ministry of arpqs

facilities, to protect the students from
accidents, pollution, etc. together with
traffic precautions, and safety and
security conditions in the school and
the surrounding areas. Classrooms,
halls and administrative offices are
fitted with split-unit air conditioners,
which replaced the old window

Health and the

municipalities at the start of every
semester to ensure its safety and a
copy of the lab report is forwarded
to the school. The Department of
Awareness and Guidance issues
circulars at the start of every semester
to clean the water tanks.

Third: School health workers

There are 884 nurses/health workers in public schools, based on the plan to
provide and train the nursing staff, as agreed between the Ministry of Education
and Ministry of Health in 2010. All the nurses/health workers are subjected to
intensive training programmes on school health prior to engaging them in the
schools, and the school doctors, nurses, hearing and sight technicians, health
educators, etc. provide certain health services in the schools including com-
prehensive checkups and educational programmes. On the other hand, social
and psychological workers develop preventive and treatment programmes for
undesirable student behaviors in all aspects of life, including health and diet,
in cooperation with the school nurse and under the supervision of the social
guide and health awareness specialist. The table below describes the number
of health workers and their locations:
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Acknowledging the significance of the students in the Omani society, as the main
asset for the development process, and their right for inclusive school health services
that will assist them in maintaining their health, and reiterating the significant role of
the school in enhancing their health, and shaping their awareness and perception,
the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with public and private institutions involved
with school health, prepared policies and strategies focusing on this category of the
society, including:

1. The National school health strategy (2008 — 2015): aimed at enhancing
the health of the school community and fulfilling its health requirements,
while ensuring equity and equal opportunity.

2. The National strategy to combat AIDS

3. The National strategy for information, education and communication to
enhance teenagers’ health and growth

4. The National strategy for food and physical activity

5. Developing the policies for school cooperative associations and cafeterias

To increase cooperation between the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and
the sectors involved with education, the Central Joint School Health Committee was
formed in 1991, with representatives from various ministries including the Ministry
of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Regional Municipalities and Water
Resources and Muscat Municipality. The committee is mandated with planning the
school health policies, strategies and programmes. The committee was reformed
several times according to the school health developments, and at the central
level, the National Team for Health Promoting Schools Initiative was formed, with
representatives from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, WHO and UNICEF,
to implement this initiative in the Omani schools. Every governorate in Oman has
a joint committee for school health with members from health services, education
and the municipality, entrusted with following on the implementation of school health
programmes and activities, and overcoming any difficulty that may face the initiative.
Additionally, local health promoting schools teams focus on school events and plans
to promote students health. At the school level, school teams are formed from faculty
members, teachers and parents, with doctors and nurses participating in the school
health.

First: Current situation

The Ministry of Education seeks continuous development of e
school health by providing the required teams for promoting The |V|II'IIS.tI'V
health in the schools, including a social worker at every public Of Education
school, schools with more than 500 students are provided with pays care to

two social workers. Currently, based on its plan, the ministry is providing the
providing one Psychological worker in every school, and in each .

educational governorate there is a group of faculty members as requwed cadre
supervisors (health awareness professional, social guidance to promote
professional and psychological guidance professional). students’ health
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a

Education Paper

School Health
in Oman

Introduction:

School health is a set of principles, concepts, systems and services
provided to students in schools, and thus enhancing the community’s
health. Accordingly, the Ministry of Education focused on student
health education, considering that the students are the core of the
education process, and their health is an important aspect, assisting
them to actively participate in school activities, excel in their studies
and promote their attainment. In 1991, in cooperation with the Ministry
of Health in relation to health and education, the Ministry of Education

started implementing the

4 7‘- school health services,

considering that the
education sector includes
large parts of the society,
the increasing numbers
of students, the spread
of schools throughout
Oman and the age groups
included in the classrooms
are characterized by

| successive physical,

psychological and mental
changes, making them
in need for special and

| distinguished services,

especially in relation to
unsafe behaviors that have
negative impacts on public
health.

Ahmed Ismail Yousef Al Balushi
Head of Health Awareness Section
Ministry of Education
ahmed_albulushi@moe.om
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Unrelenting and continuous efforts

“First of all, | would like to congratulate
all ONCECS personnel on the occasion of
its 40th anniversary, and thank them all for
their unrelenting and continuous efforts in
contributing to the work of ALECSO, as well
as its support for the Joint Arab Action in
various and several aspects. ONC assumes
a leading role in serving the Euro-Arab
Dialogue as it is one of the nine national
commissions which established the Arab
Task Force working within the framework
of the UNESCO, ALECSO, European
Commission, and other international
organizations sponsoring this programme.
Recently, ONC undertook the duties of the
Arab Coordinator of the Dialogue Team,
and played a pivotal role in supporting
the objectives of this programme by
hosting the 2nd Meeting of the Task Force
of National Commissions for the Euro-
Arab Dialogue in 2011, in the presence
of the representatives of the sponsoring
organizations.” Mr. Amin Al-Dahmani, Head
of Department of National Commissions at
the Arab League Educational, Cultural, and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), said.

“Through my position as the Head of the
Department of National Commissions at
ALECSO, | can confirm that communication
with the Oman National Commission is
smooth, flexible, and responsive. Through
the activities listed in ALECSO budget

for the National Commissions, the Oman
National Commission seeks to develop the
potentials of its personnel by participating
in various training courses, introducing
ALECSO, and organizing activities
which include seminars, workshops, and
lectures, in particular the seminar held in
2013 entitled “ALECSO programmes and
projects and theirimpact on member states”
which included an exhibition for ALECSO
publications, visual presentations, and
working papers introducing ALECSO and
the Oman National Commission.” Mr. Al-
Dahmani added.

Mr. Al-Dahmani also noted that this
brief overview cannot summarize all the
aspects of cooperation between the Oman
National Commission and ALECSO, as it is
only a small contribution by the Department
of National Commissions at ALECSO
in highlighting ONC’s contributions and
effective participation in developing the
issues of education, culture, science,
information, and communication, as well
as developing the potentials of the Arab
cadres in these sensitive areas, and
make them well prepared to cope with
the latest developments in today’s world,
whether they are political and economic or
social, scientific, and cognitive as well as
providing the required impetus for the Joint
Arab Action in this regard.
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40 Years Book

“Forty years since the establishment
of the Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture and Science” Book
was launched. It is a 144-page rectangu-
lar and medium-sized book which includes
five chapters. The first chapter is entitled
(ONCECS, Origin and Development), the
second chapter is entitled (ONCECS and
Organizations), the third chapter is entitled
(Our Achievements), the fourth chapter is
entitled (Youth Support Programmes), and

HE Ms. Anna Paolini, Director of
the UNESCO Regional Office in Doha,
expressed her good impression on the
great role played by ONC’s personnel, and
the programmes and projects supporting
UNESCOQO’s tasks. Ms. Paolini pointed

HE Mr. Abdul-Latif bin Ahmed Al-
Buaijan, Secretary General of the Kuwait
National Commission for Education,
Science and Culture stated: “The Oman
National Commission for Education,
Culture, and Science has a good and

Tawasol Issue No:21 18

the fifth and last chapter is entitled (Media
Efforts of the National Commission).

The book documents ONC’s achieve-
ments and highlights the events it organ-
ized or co-organized since its inception,
shedding light on the most prominent
aspects of close cooperation between
the Sultanate of Oman and the three or-
ganizations i.e. (UNESCO, ISESCO, and
ALECSO).

Pleased with the continuous

cooperation

out that the UNESCO Regional Office
personnel are pleased with the continuous
cooperation, for the national commissions
are the right hand of the Regional
Office, and they play a pivotal role in
communicating with the member states,
which facilitates the Regional Office’s
duties and its awareness programmes,
noting that such celebrations are well
deserved appreciation for such efforts.

Good Reputation

outstanding reputation due to its hard
work, as well as its interaction and
cooperation with the Arab and Gulf
National Commissions. We, at the Kuwait
National Commission, are honored with the
fruitful cooperation between the Omani and
Kuwaiti Commissions and its outcomes in
several fields whether educational, cultural,
or scientific”.



Launch of ONC new website

The festive evening included the
launch of the ONC new website by HE
Dr. Al-Shaibaniya, ONC Chairperson,
patron of the event. The new website
clearly reflects the efforts made by the
Secretariat General’s personnel, shows
ONC'’s activities and programmes as well
as international organizations it deals
with, and contributes in facilitating the
procedures related to the exchange of
information and communication with the
national commissions in other countries as
well as public institutions in Oman and all
the beneficiaries.

The new website was designed using
the latest programming languages, allows
interaction with its visitors, is user-friendly,
contains an advanced search engine, and
allows continuous updating of its content.
The new website also includes details
about the National Commission in terms of
its origin, mandate, the most important royal
decrees specifying its roles and duties, and
affiliated specialized commissions as well
as contributes to introducing the Omani
heritage sites registered on the World
Heritage List.




Source of pride

“As we celebrate the 40th anniversary
since the establishment of the Oman
National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science, we are very proud of
what it has achieved to promote Oman’s
status on the international level, coordinate
its work with the regional and international
organizations, and highlight Oman’s
achievements in education, culture,
science and other sectors. The National
Commission also reflects the wise vision
of His Majesty in communicating with the

world and promoting Oman’s status with
all its cultural, scientific and historical
characteristics. Today, as we witness a
new generation of our youth joining the
National Commission, we encourage
them to provide their observations and
recommendations so as to develop its
work. From our part, we will provide them
with full support to continue their hard work
in order to accomplish all the objectives we
aspire to,” HE Dr. Al-Shaibaniya said.

Honoring

During the festive evening, all supporters of ONC were honored in recognition of their
efforts to develop its work and promote its role in the various fields since its establishment.
ONC current and retired staff, collaborating media institutions, and some institutions and
individuals who played a role in supporting its activities were also honored.
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H.E ONC Chairperson:

The relationship between Oman and
organizations gained a royal support from
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Launch of the “Forty Years since the establishment of the

In a joyful festive evening held on

Monday, 29 September 2014, at Al Bustan
Palace Hotel in Muscat, The Oman National Commission '
for Education, Culture, and Science (ONCECS) celebrated its
40th anniversary under the auspices of HE Dr. Madiha Ahmed
Al-Shaibaniya, Minister of Education and ONC Chairperson, in the
presence of H.E Ms. Anna Paolini, Director of the UNESCO Regional
Office in Doha, their Excellencies the Secretaries General of the
National Commissions in the Gulf Region and Yemen. The evening
was also attended by the Omani educational family including their
Excellencies the Undersecretaries of the Ministry of Education,
advisors, Directors-General as well as ONC members,

“._current and retired ONC Secretariat General
Staff and a large number of invitees.

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary since the establishment of the
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science, HE Dr. Madiha
Ahmed Al-Shaibaniya, Minister of Education and ONC Chairperson, stated: “The
insightful and wise vision of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, the Sultan of
Oman, made Oman a country that loves peace, security, justice, freedom, and co-
existence. According to His Majesty’s wise visions and his endeavor to disseminate
such values globally, His Majesty the Sultan cemented the relationship between
Oman and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
“UNESCQO”, Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization “ISESCO”,
and Arab League Educational, Cultural, and Scientific Organization “ALECSO” and
supported them with his wise opinions and thoughts as well as provided them with
financial and moral support to deliver their noble and humane message.

By:
Mohammed Ali Alabri
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science
alabri921 @hotmail.com
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Station

The Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science (ONCECS)
celebrates its 40th anniversary
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Discussing asp'ects of coop_eration with MILSET

On September 15, 2014, a delegation
of the International Movement for Leisure
Activities in Science and Technology
(MILSET) visited the headquarters of
the Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science (ONC)
Secretariat General. The MILSET
delegation gave a brief introduction
about MILSET as well as its activities
and programs, which target the youth in
the areas of science and technology, in
addition to how ONC can benefit from the
MILSET activities and programs as well
as cooperate in their implementation.

The visiting delegation applauded
the excellent results achieved by
the Sultanate’s youth through their

participation in some of the MILSET
activities including the 3rd Asian Scientific
Forum held in Jordan.

For his part, ONC Secretary General
welcomed increasing the scope of
cooperation with MILSET in the future in
various fields so as to serve the common
goals and purposes of MILSET and ONC.

It is noteworthy that MILSET was
founded in 1987 and is based in France.
MILSET aims to encourage the youth to
take part in scientific and technological
activities in their leisure time as well as
contribute to the scientific and cultural
awareness and  dissemination  of
knowledge within youth communities all
over the world.

Promoting cooperation between Oman National Commission
and its Kuwaiti counterpart

On October 1, 2014, H. E. Abdul-Latif bin
Ahmed Al-Buaijan, Secretary General of the Kuwait
National Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science, visited the headquarters of the Oman
National Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science (ONC) Secretariat General on the sidelines
of his participation in the Consultative Meeting of the
Secretaries General of the National Commissions for
Education, Culture, and Science in the Gulf Region
and Yemen, held in the Sultanate.

During his visit, H. E. Mr. Al-Buaijan met Mr.
Mohammed bin Saleem Al-Yaqoubi, ONC Secretary
General, where they exchanged views about
promoting cooperation in the various fields between

12

the Omani and Kuwaiti Commissions. Then, the guest
conducted a tour in the various departments and
sections of ONC and listened to a brief explanation
about its tasks and functions.



Oman hosts the Consultative Meeting of the Secretaries
General of the National Commissions for Education,
Culture, and Science in the AGCC and Yemen

In collaboration with the UNESCO Regional Office in Doha, the Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science,
hosted the Consultative Meeting of the Secretaries General of the National Commissions
for Education, Culture, and Science in AGCC and Yemen during the period from 29 to
30 September 2014.

This hosting comes within the framework of mutual cooperation between Oman
and UNESCO, represented by its Regional Office in Doha and as a continuation of the
pivotal role played by the Sultanate within the framework of achieving a common vision
on the regional level for the various issues relating to education, culture and science.

The meeting aimed to introduce the needs of the National Commissions in the Gulf
Region and Yemen in all fields of concern to UNESCO, determine and discuss the future
plans and visions of the National Commissions in the region, discuss the mechanism
of supporting projects within the functions of UNESCO, and develop a mechanism on
implementing the programs and information exchange among the National Commissions
in the Gulf States and Yemen.

Director of ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah visits the
headquarters of ONC Secretariat General

On the sidelines of his participation in the
opening ceremony of the Regional Seminar
on promoting the legal understanding
of intangible cultural heritage, H. E. Dr.
Obaid bin Saif Al-Hajri, Director of the
ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah, visited
the headquarters of the Oman National

Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science (ONC) Secretariat General on
September 8, 2014.

During his visit to the headquarters of
ONC Secretariat General, H. E. Dr. Al-Hajri
met Mr. Mohammed bin Saleem Al-Yaqoubi,
ONC Secretary-General, where they viewed
the various aspects of cooperation between

ONC and the ISESCO Regional Office in
Sharjah, and ways to support and promote
such aspects. H. E. Dr. Al-Hajri, Director
of the ISESCO Regional Office in Sharjah,
viewed the most important programs and
activities that fall within ISESCO priorities
during the coming period and how ISESCO
Member States can benefit from them.
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H. E. Dr. Al-Shaibaniya takes part in the
meetings of the Board of the
UNESCO International Institute for
Educational Planning

H. E. Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al-Shaibaniya, Minister of Education, ONC Chairperson,
member of the Board of the UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning
(IIEP), participated in the meetings of the 53rd Session of [IEP Board during the period
from 8 to 10 December 2014 in Paris.

The session viewed the growth strategy within the framework of a medium-term
strategy which consists of (4) four main strategies i.e.: Financial Support Strategy,
Worldwide partnerships building Strategy, HR Development Strategy within IIEP, and
Communication Strategy. During the session, the work plan for the years 2013-2017
was also discussed as well as expenditures in the 2014 Budget.
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Sultanate’s delegation to the World
Conference on “Education for Sustainable
Development” in Japan

H. E. Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al-
Shaibaniya, Minister of Education, ONC
Chairperson, headed the Sultanate’s
delegation to the World Conference on
Education for Sustainable Development
(Learning Today for a Sustainable
Future), held during the period from 4 to 8
November 2014 in Nagoya, Japan.

The Conference aimed to highlight
the efforts made by the Member States
in achieving the objectives of the UN
Decade for Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD) (2005-2014) and
evaluate it as well as draw a road map for
the Post-2014 phase.

H. E. Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al-
Shaibaniya, made a statement at the
opening session where she viewed the
Sultanate’s efforts in achieving the de-
cade’s objectives through adopting effec-
tive policies, strategies, and programs in
various sectors, particularly the education

UNESCO WORLD CONFERENCE

H. E. ONC Chairperson heads the Sultanate’s delegation
to the World Conference on “Education for Sustainable
Development” in Japan

H. E. ONC Chairperson heads the

sector. H. E. Dr. Al-Shaibaniya pointed out
the importance of teachers as a driving
force for change and that the policy of the
Sultanate of Oman is based on investing
in them through getting them trained and
qualified as well as provide a suitable edu-
cational environment in order for them to
perform their educational mission.

H. E. Dr. Al-Shaibaniya also indicated
that the issue of youth is a matter of con-
cern for many countries in the world as
they are the most dynamic and effective
segment in achieving peace and sustain-
able development. Therefore, attention
should be given to getting them involved
in areas of Education for Sustainable
Development and enabling them to play
their active roles.

As the ASPnet Schools work to
achieve the objectives and work programs
of Education for Sustainable Development,
H. E. Dr. Al-Shaibaniya called for support-
ing this network through updating and
developing programs and activities which
enable such schools to perform their noble
mission.



The Oman National Commission
for Education, Culture, and
Science (ONC) celebrates its
40th anniversary

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science
(ONC) celebrated its 40th anniversary on the 28th of September under
the auspices of H. E. Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al-Shaibaniya, Minister
of Education and Chairperson of ONC, and in the presence of their
Excellencies the Undersecretaries of the Ministry of Education, H. E.
Ms. Anna Paolini, Director of the UNESCO Regional Office in Doha,
their Excellencies the Secretaries-General of the National Commissions
in the Arab Gulf states, ONC members, and ONC Secretariat-General
staff on September 29, 2014 at Al Bustan Palace Hotel in Muscat.
(Details are on Page(s) 13-19)
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Film’s Content:

The film includes an accurate historical explanation about the Omani sites registered on
the World Heritage List i.e. (Land of Frankincense in Dhofar Governorate, Archaeological
Sites of Bat in Wilayat of lbri, Bahla Fort in Dakhiliyah Governorate, and five Omani Aflaj).
The film illustrates the role which these sites played in building the human culture and
civilization across various epochs and highlights its contribution to Oman’s sustainable
development with its various aspects as well as its role in introducing Oman and illustrat-
ing the efforts of the Omani person in building the human civilization since the dawn of
history. The film also reviews in detail the Omani Aflaj system which constitutes a cultural
heritage created by the Omanis more than “2000” two thousand years ago as the oldest
irrigation system in the region and is still the main source of irrigation water in many areas
in Oman and a reliable water source in most towns and villages in Oman and is rarely
seen in various countries of the world. Five Omani Aflaj were registered on the UNESCO
World Heritage List i.e. (Falaj Daris, Falaj Al-Khatmeen, Falaj Al-Malki, Falaj Al-Muyasser,
and Falaj Al-Jeela).

The introduction of the Omani heritage and Oman’s efforts in Education, Culture, and
Science is one of the most notable jurisdictions of the Oman National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science (ONCECS). In this regard, ONCECS produced several
documentary films in the educational, cultural, and scientific fields.

Bahla Fort: an Omani site inscribed on World Heritage List

7 Tawasol Issue No:21



Commission news

lllustrates Oman’s Cultural Dimension

The National Commission produces
“Omani Sites registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List” Film

Within the framework of the Oman National Commission for Education,
Culture, and Science’s (ONCECS?s) initiatives to preserve the Omani cul-
tural heritage and introduce it locally and internationally as well as illus-
trate Oman’s cultural dimension and the Omani person’s contribution to
building the human culture and civilizations and

his openness to other civilizations, S
ONCECS has recently produced A\

“« 'O : ‘\'_‘L“H’"_'
the “Omani Sites registered on '~
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the UNESCO World Heritage
List” Film with the support
and patronage of the pri-
vate sector represented
by a number of travel
and tourism agencies
in Oman. This film is
the first of its kind on
the local level in terms
of its content as it
highlights  the Omani
sites registered on the
UNESCO World Heritage
List. It also explores the ge-
nius of the Omani person in
engineering and construction.

The 25-minute film was produced
using the highest technical specifications
and was recorded in three languages i.e. Arabic, English, and. Due to
the importance of the film’s content, it was selected to be shown on the
flights of the Omani air carriers so as to constitute a significant addition in
terms of Oman’s touristic promotion and introducing its historical and cul-
tural features. The film will also be shown in various events and exhibitions
which the Ministry of Tourism organizes and participates in whether on the
local or international level.
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Veitomel Commission Nemws

By:
Fatima Mohammed Al Yahmadi
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science
fatma.c2011458 @moe.om
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commissions in other countries on the other hand, in order to support Oman’s
policy of openness to the cultures of the world and extend peace, love and
harmony, and to view successful practices and experiences from around the
world, within its mandate. Having such a noble track record, we can confidently
say that this national organization is performing its mandate perfectly.

Tracking Oman’s relation with the world, one can find unique and exceptional
relations, outlined by sincere understanding and fruitful cooperation, earning
praise and appreciation from all, and is an experience worth highlighting to
benefit from its outcomes. This also applies to the relation between Oman
and the three international organizations involved with education, culture
and science: UNESCO, ALECSO and ISESCO. Such relation features an
excellent constructive cooperation, contributing in realizing many significant
achievements and benefits with a global dimension. Such exceptional relation
was crowned by the visit of His Majesty the Sultan of Oman - may God protect
him - to UNESCO’s headquatrters in 1989, and Oman hosting several high ranked
officials from the three organizations.

Also, one can see the special philosophy of Oman’s relation with the
international bodies and organizations involved with education, culture, science
and communication. This philosophy is manifested in several features worthy
of consideration, including the significant reversal of roles between Oman
and these organizations, whereas these organizations, through their quality
programmes and advanced experience, were big supporters of Oman in the
seventies and eighties of the past century, paving the way for Oman to become
self-dependent and to play a completely different role, characterized by
openness and moderation, thus becoming a strategic partner and significant
supporter for the organizations, providing them with financial and technical
support.

There are several general features for this relation, including Oman’s effort
to benefit from the latest developments in thought and application, and this
is clear from Oman’s success in implementing various plans for international
organizations, at the local level, consistent with Oman’s special features and
direction, in order to benefit from the ideas, experiences and successful
practices from around the world. To achieve this, Oman adopted the principle of
building partnerships with all the local, regional and international stakeholders,
and providing quality initiatives supporting the work of the international
organizations, and other related international institutions and bodies. This
is apparent from the positions and memberships Oman achieved in these
organizations, considering its interactive presence and contribution in setting
their priorities. This was culminated by the selection of Oman to preside over the
33 UNESCO General Conference in 2005, an Omani lady assuming the position
of Assistant Director General of ISESCO (2014 - 2017), one Omani national
currently assuming the management of one of UNESCO’s regional offices in the
Arab Region. Also, a number of Omani innovators received global awards from
these organizations.

In conclusion, | would like to convey my appreciation to all the people
and members of the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and
Science for their good efforts, and my tremendous thanks to such high level of
professionalism and sense of responsibility, and for the honorable performance
that have propelled the National Commission to achieve such excellent level
of success and unlimited generosity, wishing them to move onward toward
continuous success.



National Commission speech

H.E. Dr. Madiha Ahmed Al-Shaibania
Minister of Education
Chairperson of the Oman National

Commission for Education,

Culture and Science

40" Anmniversary of Oman
National Commission

40" anniversary of Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and
Science

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science recently
celebrated its 40" anniversary, whereas it was established by virtue of the royal
decree No: 5/74. Looking at its successful launch on 16 September 1974, | though
it is appropriate to present some of its achievements over its history. Since it
was launched, we have witnessed successive creativity, revealing institutional
professionalism by our national, dedicated and highly qualified people. To list
all the achievements is near impossible, considering its diversity and variety,
with quality daily activities, national inclusive events, and various regional
meetings and successful international participations, in addition to designing
and implementing high standard educational, cultural and scientific projects,
either by the National Commission, or in collaboration with other institutions.

The ultimate goal for which the National Commission was established at
the start of the blessed renaissance is to support Oman’s development plans,
and enhance the national progress within its mandate. Accordingly, significant
expectations are anticipated, for the National Commission was created to be
the link for effective communication and fruitful coordination at two levels:
national and international. The first being between the Commission and the
various government institutions, public and private sectors, NGOs and other
stakeholders involved in education, culture, science, communication and
information, and the latter being between the National Commission and
specialized international organizations on one hand, and with other national
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